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CHAPTER ONE BACKGROUND 

 
 
Introduction to the Scottish Crime and Victimisation Survey 
 
1.1 The Scottish Crime and Victimisation Survey (SCVS) is a large scale household 

survey of public experiences and perceptions of crime, involving face-to-face 
interviews with a representative sample of adults (aged 16 or over) throughout the 
whole of Scotland. 

 
1.2 The 2006 SCVS was the eighth in a series of crime surveys in Scotland.  In 1982 and 

1988 Scotland participated in sweeps of the British Crime Survey co-ordinated by the 
Home Office.  However, data collection was restricted to central and southern 
Scotland and therefore excluded the experiences of those living in the Highlands and 
Islands.  In 1993, the Scottish Office commissioned the first independent Scottish 
Crime Survey (SCS) which extended coverage to the whole of mainland Scotland 
together with the larger islands.  Sweeps of the survey in this format were repeated in 
1996, 2000 and 2003.  Interviews with around 5,000 adults were achieved at each 
sweep of the survey and were administered by interviewers, face-to-face with 
respondents, using paper questionnaires.   

 
1.3 In 2004 the survey was re-launched as the Scottish Crime and Victimisation Survey 

(SCVS).  The new survey represented a major shift in design, methodology and 
sample size from previous surveys.  The 2004 SCVS design involved continuous data 
collection, with a rolling monthly sample of adults across the whole of Scotland.  
Adults aged 16 or over were interviewed over the telephone, rather than face-to-face, 
and the total sample size for the survey (from June 2004 to March 2005) was 27,500.  
This sample size was large enough to allow estimates of victimisation at Police Force 
Area level to be produced, as well as providing more robust estimates of lower 
incidence crimes.  

 
1.4 It was recognised that the switch to a telephone methodology could impact upon the 

victimisation reported by respondents and affect the data series collected from 
previous sweeps of the SCS.  As such a face-to-face survey was run in tandem with 
the telephone survey, which replicated the design of the previous sweeps of the survey 
(albeit with a smaller sample size of around 3000).  A comparison of the data 
collected via the two methodologies led to the conclusion that the robustness of data 
from the telephone survey could not be substantiated, and the telephone methodology 
was not an appropriate data collection method for a victimisation survey of this 
nature1. The 2006 SCVS therefore reverted to a face-to-face data collection method.   

 
1.5 Previous sweeps of the survey have been carried out on paper but for the 2006 survey 

respondents were interviewed via CAPI (Computer Aided Personal Interviewing).  

                                                 
1 Hope S (2005) Scottish Crime and Victimisation Survey: Calibration Exercise – A Comparison of Survey 
Methodologies 
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The switch from a paper-based data collection method to a computer based method 
has implications for comparing trends over time for some data, particularly the self-
completion parts of the questionnaire2. 

 
1.6 The SCVS is primarily a victimisation survey, in which respondents are asked about 

any property crimes experienced by the household as a whole (e.g. housebreaking) 
and any personal crimes (e.g. theft from a person) which they themselves have 
experienced.  Interviewing on the 2006 survey ran from June to December 2006 with 
the reference period for all interviews relating to the time since the 1st April 2005.  
However, when calculating victimisation rates only those crimes experienced between 
1st April 2005 and 31st March 2006 were included, meaning that the survey has the 
same reference period as the 2005/6 British Crime Survey (BCS) conducted in 
England and Wales.  Although there have been changes to the design of the survey 
over time, the wording of the questions that were asked to elicit victimisation 
experiences have been held constant throughout the life of the SCVS. 

 

1.7 Respondents were asked directly about their experience of crime, irrespective of 
whether or not they reported these incidents to the police.  As such the SCVS provides 
a record of peoples’ experiences of crime which is unaffected by variations in 
reporting behaviour of victims or variations and changes in police practices of 
recording crime.  The SCVS and police recorded crime figures should be seen as a 
complementary series, which together provide a better picture of crime than could be 
obtained from either series alone. 

 
1.8 The scope of the 2006 SCVS went well beyond the counting of criminal incidents.  In 

order to classify incidents, the survey collected extensive details about the nature of 
each incident such as when it occurred, where it occurred, details about the offenders 
(where known) and other relevant information.  Taken together with the socio-
demographic information collected about each respondent themselves this allows the 
survey to build up a picture about the nature of crime in Scotland and the risks of 
victimisation amongst different sub-groups in the population. 

 
1.9 The survey also measured the prevalence of illicit drug taking and the prevalence of 

domestic violence in Scotland and information on a number of other crime-related 
topics such as concern about crime; attitudes towards the police, and confidence in the 
Scottish Criminal Justice System.  

 
 
Structure of the Technical Report 
 
1.10 The report is structured as follows: the design of the survey is set out in Chapter 2; 

Chapter 3 covers the content and development of the questionnaire, while Chapter 4 
examines the fieldwork.  Chapter 5 and 6 give details of the tasks that were involved 
in preparing the data for analysis, including the coding and offence classification and 

                                                 
2 The implications of switching from a paper-based methodology to CAPI are discussed in detail in Brown M 
and Bolling K (2007) Drugs Misuse in Scotland: Findings from the 2006 Scottish Crime and Victimisation 
Survey (Edinburgh: Scottish Executive) 
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the preparation of the SCVS data files. Chapter 7 outlines the weighting required for 
analysis of the data.  
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CHAPTER TWO  SAMPLE DESIGN  
 

Sample size and structure 
 
2.1 The 2006 survey was designed to be representative of two linked populations: 
 

• households in Scotland (the whole of the mainland and larger islands) living in 
private residential accommodation; and 

 
• adults aged 16 and over living in such households 

 
2.2 The survey did not cover the population resident in institutions such as halls of 

residence, those in residential care, those in prison, or members of the armed forces. 
Nor did it cover the experiences of those aged under 16 years of age. 

 
2.3 The aim was to achieve 5,000 interviews.  

 

Sample frame 
 
2.4 The small user Postcode Address File (PAF) was used as the sample frame. This is 

generally accepted as being the best general population sampling frame in the UK.  It 
has the best coverage of both residential addresses and of the private household 
population of individuals, and what non-coverage it has shows less evidence of 
systematic bias in terms of household and individual characteristics compared with 
alternative sampling frames (such as the Electoral Register)3.  Furthermore PAF is 
structured hierarchically, is available in computerised form and can be linked to 
Census data, thereby permitting considerable control to be exercised over the 
sampling process.  

 

Stratification 
 
2.5 The sample was stratified by several geographic and socio-demographic variables in 

order to maximise the precision of estimates.  Stratification involves the division of 
the Primary Sampling Units (PSUs) from which the sample is to be selected into sub-
groups or strata, from which independent samples are drawn.  Splitting the PSUs into 
strata and sampling from them all ensures that all the important sub-groups are 
represented and the chance of selecting an extreme sample (i.e. where one or more of 
the sub-groups is not represented) is eliminated.  In selecting specific strata for any 
survey it is important to try and define strata that are as homogeneous as possible with 
respect to the estimates of primary interest to the survey. 

 
2.6 The stratifiers used in the 2006 survey were Police Force Area (eight strata), 

population density (banded into low, medium and high to form three strata), and the 
proportion of adults aged 16-74 in non-manual occupations.  

                                                 
3 Foster K (1994) The coverage of the Postcode Address File a sampling frame, Survey Methodology Bulletin, 34, pp. 9-18 
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Clustering 
 
2.7 Whole postcode sectors were used as the primary sampling units and 22 addresses 

were issued in each PSU.  Although issuing a smaller number of addresses in each 
PSU would have been possible it was felt that the sample efficiency gains attached to 
reducing the cluster size would be more than offset by the concomitant cost increases. 

 
2.8 Small sectors (containing fewer than 500 delivery points) were amalgamated with 

neighbouring sectors before sample selection to ensure the sample had a reasonable 
geographic spread in these areas. 

 

Procedures for selecting the sample 
 
2.9 The sample of PSUs for the 2006 survey was selected as follows: 
  

• The first stage in the process was to amalgamate any postcode sector containing 
fewer than 500 delivery points (i.e. addresses).  Small sectors were amalgamated 
with neighbouring sectors in such a way as to ensure that sector combinations did 
not cross Police Force Area boundaries.    

 
• All PSUs were then sorted into Police Force Area.  Since postal boundaries and 

administrative boundaries are not co-terminous, where a postcode sector crossed a 
PFA boundary it was allocated to the PFA into which the majority of the delivery 
points in that PSU fell.  

 
• Within each Police Force Area, PSUs were ordered by population density and 

then divided into three bands each containing an approximately equal number of 
delivery points (high, medium, and low density).  

 
• Within each density stratum, PSUs were then ordered by the proportion of adults 

aged 16-74 in non-manual occupations.  This was defined in terms of the 
proportion of adults aged 16-74 in National Statistics Socio-economic 
Classification (NS-SEC) categories 1, 2, 3, 4.1, 4.3, 5, 6, 7.3, or 8.   

 
• PSUs were then sampled within each Police Force Area with probability 

proportional to number of delivery points by the method of random start and fixed 
interval (every 20th address). 

 
2.10 The sample of PSUs for the whole survey was selected at the beginning of the 

fieldwork period.   
 
2.11 Once the PSUs had been selected, 22 delivery points were selected by the method of 

random start and fixed interval. Addresses were ordered by postcode before selection 
to maximise the geographical spread across the sector.  

 
2.12 Since not all PAF delivery points yield eligible addresses the first task of the 

interviewer was to identify whether it was an eligible residential address.  Examples 
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of ineligible addresses include vacant properties, second homes, non-residential 
addresses where no-one is living such as shops or factories, and establishments where 
people were living communally.  

 
2.13 One potential problem with PAF (especially in Scotland) is that a single delivery point 

may actually contain multiple dwellings.  In situations where this is known the 
Multiple Occupancy Indicator (MOI) on the PAF gives an indication of how many 
dwellings are thought to be at the delivery point.  The impact of multiple dwellings 
can sometimes be addressed at the point when addresses are selected by duplicating 
each address within the sample frame by an appropriate factor (e.g. an address with an 
MOI value of 8 would be listed eight times in the sample frame before the sample was 
selected).  This process ensures that all dwelling units have an equal chance of 
selection, although occasionally there may be mismatches between the MOI and what 
the interviewer actually finds at an address when they visit.   

 
2.14 In this case, however, the MOI was not used when selecting addresses.  Instead, 

multiple dwellings were given the same chance of selection as single dwellings and 
interviewers were required to identify multiple dwellings in the field and use a Kish 
Grid to select one at random.  A component of the design weights made allowances 
for multiple dwellings and the fact that they did not have the same probability of 
selection as single dwellings.    

 
2.15 Individuals aged 16 years or over in the selected households were listed in 

alphabetical order of first name and one was selected for interview by a random (Kish 
grid based) method.  No substitutes were permitted.   

 

Sampling error and design effects 
 
2.16 Data collected in surveys always provide estimates of the true proportions in the 

population.  The precision of these estimates - the sampling error - can be calculated 
for any estimate in the survey from the estimated element variance of the estimate and 
the number of people in the sample (or sub-sample). The sampling error can be 
expressed as a ‘confidence interval’, which can be added to and subtracted from the 
survey estimate to give a range within which it is fairly certain that the true value lies. 

 
2.17 The precision of estimates derived from a sample is normally measured using 

standard errors. Essentially standard errors are calculations of the standard deviation 
of the sampling distribution. They differ from element standard deviations, though, in 
that while the latter are a measure of variability derived from actual observations of a 
sample, standard errors refer to the variability of possible sample estimates that could 
be obtained from a series of samples.  Usually, the formula used for calculating 
standard errors assumes a simple random sample (SRS). However, as the SCVS 
sample was stratified and the data were weighted, the standard errors must take into 
account the survey methodology in order to calculate confidence intervals.  This 
requires the calculation of ‘complex’ standard errors and design factors.  These were 
calculated using the STATA statistical package which is regarded as the industry 
norm for this purpose. 
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2.18 The design factor is the ratio between the complex and the SRS standard errors and 
indicates the effect of the sampling design (weighting and stratification) on the 
standard error and hence confidence intervals. A design factor of 1 indicates that the 
effect of the sampling methodology used in the survey is equivalent to that of a simple 
random sample. A design factor of 1.2 indicates that the sampling methodology is 
20% less efficient than a simple random sample, while, conversely, a design effect of 
less than 1 would indicate that the sampling methodology improves the sampling 
efficiency. 

 
2.19 Table 2.1 shows the standard errors, the design factors, and the confidence intervals 

for the incidence rates. As can be seen from the table, the design factors ranged from 
1 to 1.5. The overall average was 1.2, but that should not be taken as a ‘typical’ value, 
given the range of values across different variables. However, it suggests that using a 
value of 1.2 as a ‘rule of thumb’ for adjusting the standard errors of the survey data 
would safely account for the design factors associated with most estimates from the 
survey. 
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Table 2.1 Sampling errors and design effects for incidence rates 

 
  Rate  Confidence 

Intervals  
 SRS 

Standard 
Error   

Complex 
Standard 

Error  

Design 
factor*  

Design 
effect*  

COMPARABLE WITH POLICE 
VANDALISM 1,197 159 71 81 1.15 1.32 
ACQUISITIVE 424 84 39 43 1.09 1.20 
Housebreaking 282 65 31 33 1.07 1.14 
Theft of motor vehicle 45 19 10 10 1.04 1.08 
Bicycle theft 97 42 20 21 1.06 1.12 
VIOLENCE 765 231 80 118 1.46 2.14 
Assault 694 202 71 103 1.44 2.08 
Robbery 71 51 18 26 1.44 2.07 
OTHER SURVEY CRIMES 
Theft from a motor vehicle 338 71 33 36 1.08 1.16 
Attempted theft of/from 
motor vehicle 

63 25 12 13 1.03 1.06 

Other household theft 592 99 47 50 1.06 1.12 
Theft from the person 62 32 13 16 1.31 1.72 
Other personal theft 304 87 34 44 1.30 1.69 
Motor vehicle vandalism 733 104 50 53 1.06 1.11 
Property vandalism 464 110 50 56 1.13 1.27 
Petty assault 655 190 67 96 1.43 2.05 
Serious assault 39 30 12 15 1.29 1.66 
ALL HOUSEHOLD 
CRIMES 

2,615 259 105 131 1.25 1.55 

ALL PERSONAL CRIMES 1,131 258 92 131 1.43 2.05 

Source: 2006 SCVS (n=4,988)  

1) Rates for personal crimes (assault, robbery, theft from the person, other personal theft, petty assault and 

serious assault are per 10,000 adults).  Rates for household crimes (vandalism, housebreaking, theft of 

motor vehicle, bicycle theft, theft from a motor vehicle, attempted theft of / from motor vehicle, other 

household theft, motor vehicle vandalism and property vandalism) are per 10,000 households. 

2) For the distinction between crimes which are ‘comparable with police’ and ‘other survey crimes’ see 
Appendix D 
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CHAPTER THREE  QUESTIONNAIRE  
 
 
Structure and coverage of the questionnaire 
 
3.1 The 2006 SCVS questionnaire consisted of eight main modules as follows: 
 

• Main questionnaire 

• Screener questionnaire  

• Victim Forms4 for incidents identified at the screeners (up to a maximum of 5)  

• Module A (answered by 50% of respondents)  

• Module B (answered by other 50% of respondents) 

• Demographics 

• Self-completion module on drug use (answered by those aged 16-59) 

• Self-completion module on domestic violence. 

3.2 The complete questionnaire is documented in Appendix A of Volume 2.  A brief 
description of each section or module of the questionnaire is given below. 

 

Main questionnaire 
 
3.3 The main questionnaire covers a number of general topics.  All the questions are 

relatively straightforward and were generally asked of all respondents.  The first 
questions referred to Scotland as a whole and the focus then shifted to questions 
related to people’s own local area.  The main topics covered were as follows: 

 
• General problems in Scotland today 

• How long lived in area 

• How safe respondent feels in their local area 

• Worries about crime 

                                                 
4 Victim Forms are so called because prior to the introduction of CAPI each incident was recorded on a separate paper form.  Since the 

introduction of CAPI the Victim Forms have simply become part of the questionnaire script, although the terminology has been retained. 
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Screener questionnaire 
 
3.4 Following the Main questionnaire, all respondents were asked whether they had 

experienced certain types of incidents within a specified reference period, namely the 
time between the date of the interview and 1st April 2005.   

 
 3.5 A maximum of 18 screener questions were asked.  These can be grouped into three 

main categories: 
 

• Respondents who lived in households with a vehicle or bicycle were asked about 
experience of vehicle-related crimes (e.g. theft of vehicle, theft from vehicle, 
damage to vehicle, bicycle theft). 

 
• All respondents were asked about experience of property-related crimes (e.g. 

whether anything was stolen from their home, whether the property was broken 
into, whether the property was damaged). 

 
• All respondents were asked about experience of personal crimes (e.g. whether 

any personal property was stolen or damaged (outside the home), whether they 
had been a victim of force or violence or threats). 

 
3.6 The wording of the screener questions has been kept consistent since the SCVS began 

to ensure comparability across surveys.  They are designed to ensure that all incidents 
of crime within the scope of the SCVS, including relatively minor ones, are 
mentioned. The screener questions deliberately avoid using terms such as ‘robbery’ or 
‘assault’, which have precise definitions that many respondents would not be expected 
to know.  

 
3.7 The questions are also designed to ensure that the respondent does not mention the 

same incident more than once.  At the end of the screener questions, the interviewer is 
shown a list of all incidents recorded and is asked to check with the respondent that all 
incidents have been recorded and nothing has been counted twice.  If this is not the 
case, there is an opportunity to correct the information before proceeding. 

 
3.8 Within the screener questions a crucial distinction exists between household 

incidents and personal incidents. 
 
3.9 All vehicle-related and property-related crimes are considered to be household 

incidents, and respondents are asked about whether anyone currently residing in the 
household has experienced any such incidents within the reference period.  A typical 
example of a household incident is criminal damage to a car. It is assumed that the 
respondent will be able to recall these incidents and provide information even in cases 
where he/she was not the owner or user of the car.  For respondents who have moved 
home within the reference period, questions on property-related crimes cover both the 
property they are now living in, as well as other properties where they have lived 
within the reference period.  

 
3.10 Personal incidents refer to all crimes against the individual and only relate to things 

that have happened to the respondent personally, not to other people in the 
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household.  An example of a personal incident would be a personal assault.  An 
assault against other household members would not be recorded, unless the 
respondent was also assaulted in the course of the incident.  In such cases, the offence 
would be coded according to the crime experienced by the respondent (which may not 
be the same as the experience of another household member). 

 

Victim Forms 
 
3.11 All incidents identified at the screener questions are followed through in more detail 

in the Victim Form.  Incidents are covered in a specific priority order as explained 
below.  

 

Identification and ordering of incidents for Victim Forms 
 
3.12 In 2006, 70% of respondents did not report any victimisation over the reference 

period, meaning that no Victim Forms had to be completed as part of their interview.   
 
3.13 Where a respondent had experienced one or more incidents in the reference period, 

the CAPI programme automatically identified the order in which the Victim Forms 
were asked.  This meant that the interviewer had no discretion over the selection or 
order of Victim Forms5. 

 
3.14 If five or fewer incidents were identified at the screener questions then a Victim Form 

was completed for all the incidents reported.  The priority ordering used by the 
computer was as follows: 

 
• According to the type of crime.  Victim Forms were asked in reverse order to the 

screener questions.  Broadly speaking this means that all personal incidents were 
asked about before property-related incidents, which were asked about before vehicle-
related incidents. 

 
• Chronologically within each type of crime.  If a respondent reported more than one 

incident of the same type of crime, Victim Forms were asked about the most recent 
incident first, working backwards chronologically. 

 
3.15 If the respondent had experienced more than five incidents in the reference period, 

only five Victim Forms were asked using the above priority ordering.   
 
3.16 In the 2006 survey, a total of 2,377 Victim Forms were completed and 30% of all 

respondents reported being the victim of at least one incident which took place in 
Scotland since the 1st April 20056 (see Table 3.1).   

 

                                                 
5 In the case of the incidents of sexual victimisation or domestic violence, the interviewer had an option to suspend the Victim Form, as 

asking this might embarrass or endanger the respondent in some situations. The interviewer would then attempt to arrange a revisit at a 

time when other household members would not be present. 

6 Incidents which took place before the 1st April 2005 or outside of Scotland were deemed out-of-scope and were therefore not followed 

up in a Victim Form. 



 13 

3.17 Among victims, six in ten (62%) had experienced one crime in the reference period 
and so had to complete only one Victim Form.  Only three per cent of respondents 
(n=44) who had been a victim of crime had to complete the maximum of five Victim 
Forms.  For the small number of respondents who had experienced more than five 
crimes during the time, the most common type of crime where information was not 
collected because of the maximum of five Victim Forms were car crimes, especially 
criminal damage to vehicles.    

 
3.18 Table 3.1 shows that just under one in five (19%) of all respondents completed one 

Victim Form, while only 1% of all respondents completed the maximum five victim 
forms. 

 
 
Table 3.1 Number of respondents who completed Victim Forms  
 
 

 N % of all 
respondents 

% of all victims 

None (Non Victim) 3,510 70.4  

One or more (Victim) 1,478 29.6  

Number of Victim Forms    

1 924 18.5 62.5 

2 341 6.8 23.1 

3 125 2.5 8.5 

4 44 0.9 3.0 

5 44 0.9 3.0 
 

Series of incidents  
 
3.19 Most incidents reported represent one-off crimes or single incidents.  However, in a 

minority of cases a respondent may have been victimised a number of times in 
succession. At each screener question where a respondent reported an incident, they 
were asked how many incidents of the given type had occurred during the reference 
period.  If more than one incident had taken place, the respondent was asked whether 
they thought that these incidents represented a ‘series’ or not.  A series was defined as 
“ the same thing, done under the same circumstances and probably by the same 
people”. Where this was the case, only one Victim Form was completed in relation to 
the most recent incident in the series.   

 
3.20 There are two practical advantages to this approach. First, since many (although not 

all) incidents classified as a series tend to be petty or minor incidents (e.g. vandalism) 
it avoids the need to ask a respondent the same questions several times over.  
Secondly, it avoids ‘using up’ the limit of five Victim Forms on incidents which tend 
to be less serious.  
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3.21 In 2006, almost four in five Victim Forms (79%) related to single incidents, while the 
other one in five (19%) related to a series of incidents.   

3.22 In the rare cases where a respondent has experienced a mixture of single incidents and 
series incidents the interview program has a complex routine which handles the 
sequence of individual and series incidents and allows the priority ordering of the 
Victim Forms to be decided.  This was done first by establishing the dates of the 
single incidents and the date of the most recent event within the series of incidents.  
Once the date order had been established Victim Forms were asked in chronological 
order, with the most recent incident being asked about first.  For the series of 
incidents the date of the most recent event was used in determining the precise 
chronology.  

 
3.23 In terms of estimating the victimisation rates, series incidents receive a weight 

corresponding to the number of incidents up to a maximum of five (see section 7).  
Capping series of incidents at a maximum of five is a procedure that has been carried 
out on all previous Scottish Crime Surveys.  

 
Content of Victim Forms  
 
3.24 The Victim Form is the key to the estimate of victimisation and collects three vital 

pieces of information: 
 

• The exact month(s) in which the incident or series of incidents occurred.  In a few 
cases, respondents may have reported an incident which later turned out to have 
happened outside the reference period.  In such cases, the Victim Form was 
simply by-passed by the computer. If respondents were unsure about the exact 
month in which something happened, they were asked to narrow it down to a 
specific quarter.  For incidents that were part of a series, respondents were asked 
how many incidents occurred in each quarter and the month in which the most 
recent incident had occurred.  

 
• An open-ended description of the incident where the respondent describes exactly 

what happened in their own words.  The open-ended description is vital to the 
accurate coding of offences that takes place back in the office.  Short, ambiguous 
or inconsistent descriptions can often make offence coding difficult.   At the end 
of each Victim Form, the original open-ended description that the interviewer has 
entered at the start of the Victim Form is shown again, along with the answers to 
some key pre-coded questions.  By presenting this information on a single screen, 
interviewers have the chance to confirm with respondents that the information is 
correct and consistent.  If the respondent and/or interviewer wished to add to or 
clarify any information about the incident, they then have the opportunity to do 
so.       

 
• A series of key questions used to collect important details about the incident.  

Examples of the sort of information collected includes where and when the 
incident took place; whether there was a racial element to the incident; whether 
anything was stolen or damaged and, if so, what; the costs of things stolen or 
damaged; whether force or violence was used and, if so, the nature of the force 
used and any injuries sustained; and whether the police were informed or not.  
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3.25 The questions within the Victim Form have remained largely unchanged across 
different sweeps of the survey to ensure comparability over time.    

 
Follow-up Modules A and B. 
 
3.26 Respondents were randomly allocated to one of two modules.   

 

Follow-up Module A 
 
3.27 In 2006, Module A included questions that had been asked in previous years, as well 

as a number of new questions.  Some of the topics covered in this module included: 
 

• Perceptions of crime levels in local area 

• Perceptions and impact of anti-social behaviour in local area 

• Whether been insulted or pestered since 1st April 2005 

• Whether ever been victim of a violent attack 

• Whether been victim of workplace violence 

• Attitudes to sentencing 

• Personal safety 

Follow-up Module B  
 
3.28 This module included questions that had been asked in previous years as well as new 

questions.  The module was primarily concerned with the Scottish Criminal Justice 
System and topics covered included:  

 
• Contact with agencies in Scottish Criminal Justice System 

• Confidence in the Scottish Criminal Justice System 

• Contact with the police 

• Awareness of the Scottish Crime and Drug Enforcement Agency 

• Contact with the Procurator Fiscal 

• Whether respondent knows someone who has been to prison or has been to prison 

themselves. 
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Demographics module 
 
3.29 This section collected key demographic information on the respondent and other m
 members of their household.  Questions included: 
 

• Age and sex of all household members 

• Tenure 

• Marital status 

• Employment 

• Ethnicity 

• Disability 

• Income 

 
Self – completion modules 
 
3.30 There were two self-completion modules covering drug usage and partner abuse.  The 

drugs module was only asked of respondents aged less than 60 years of age, as was 
the case in previous crime surveys. Whereas the partner abuse module was asked of 
all respondents.  These modules were presented as computer assisted self-completion 
(CASI) modules to ensure respondent confidentiality in answering these questions.  
The respondent was asked to follow the instructions on the screen of the laptop and 
enter their answers appropriately.  Practice questions were included before the start of 
the self-completion module to give the interviewer an opportunity to show the 
respondent the different functions of the computer.  If the respondent was unable or 
unwilling to complete the modules using the computer the interviewer could 
administer the self-completion, provided no-one else was within earshot.  

 
3.31 Interviewer assistance and the presence of others while completing these modules was 

recorded by the interviewer (see Chapter 4). 
 

Self-reported drug use 
   
3.32 The module on drug use remained virtually unchanged from the previous sweeps of 

the face-to-face survey.  A total of 16 illicit drugs were asked about.  Questions 
included: 

 
• Experience of lifetime drug taking  

• Experience of drug taking in last 12 months 
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• Experience of drug taking in last month 

• Experience of being offered drugs in the last 12 months 

• Attitudes towards drug taking  

Prevalence of partner abuse  
 
3.33 The module was again largely based on the questionnaire used in the previous sweep 

of the survey.   
 
3.34 The main topics covered by the module were: 
 

• Experience of partner abuse in last 12 months 

• Experience of lifetime partner abuse   

Questionnaire development 
 

Piloting 
 
3.35 The majority of the questionnaire was based on the questionnaire used for the 2004-5 

telephone survey.  However, because of the switch in methodology it was felt 
necessary to pilot the whole questionnaire so as to ensure that the questions worked 
within the face-to-face context.     

 

Structure of piloting  
 
3.36 Piloting on the SCVS was carried out in two rounds during May 2006.  This approach 

allowed the preliminary findings from the first round of piloting to be considered by 
researchers and the Scottish Executive and amendments made to specific questions 
where necessary before round two.  In total interviews were conducted in eight areas 
across the pilot and a total of 30 interviews were conducted over the two rounds of 
piloting.  Respondents were pre-recruited by interviewers and all respondents were 
paid a small incentive.  Quotas were set to ensure that a mixture of men and women of 
different ages took part and also to ensure that some of those interviewed had been 
victims of crime within the reference period.  

 

Piloting methodology 
 
3.37 Piloting involved a small number of highly experienced interviewers working together 

with researchers in a field setting.  The interviewers fulfilled their conventional roles, 
while the researchers observed the interviews at first hand.  This enabled the 
observers to identify and note areas of doubt, misunderstanding or incomprehension 
on the part of the respondent during the interview.  By observing the interview as it 
takes place, researchers were able to witness not only the verbal communication that 
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takes place, but also any non-verbal reactions of the respondent.  At the end of the 
interview or immediately following questions or sections of particular interest, the 
researchers were able to probe on specific aspects of the interview.   

 

Final questionnaire and revisions 
 
3.38 Following feedback from the piloting and detailed analysis of the timings, further 

modifications were made to the questionnaire.   
 
3.39 A paper questionnaire was then produced from the CAPI software that detailed the 

questions and their routing instructions as specified in the CAPI code. This was 
translated into a Word document to provide a more user-friendly questionnaire for 
agreement.  

 
3.40 Once all changes had been approved the CAPI script was thoroughly checked by 

BMRB researchers and Scottish Executive research staff. 
 

Different question types  
 
3.41 The vast majority of questions were pre-coded, meaning that a list of answer 

categories appeared on the laptop screen and the interviewers entered the appropriate 
numeric code.  Questions were either single response (i.e. only one code could be 
entered) or multi-response (i.e. more than one code could be entered).  In the latter 
case, entered answers were separated by spaces.  In multi-response questions it was 
possible to allow a combination of either multi-response or single response options at 
the same question.  In the case of numeric questions, where an actual value is 
required, the interviewer simply typed in the appropriate number.  

 
3.42 Many pre-coded questions had an ‘Other –specify’ option, and if this option was 

selected by a respondent, the interviewer would simply type in the answer given.  In 
all these questions, the answers were later examined by coders to see if the other 
answer could be back coded into one of the original pre-coded options.  

 







 
 

 4.  Establish number of eligible persons at (selected) DU 
C4. CONTACT RESPONSIBLE ADULT AT DWELLING UNIT AND INTRODUCE SURVEY 
  

 Good afternoon/evening.  I am carrying out a survey about crime on behalf of the Scottish 
Executive, and I am working for BMRB Social Research. 

  

 You should have received a letter about this survey from the Scottish Executive, explaining 
that we would be contacting you. 

  
 SHOW COPY OF ADVANCE LETTER 
 For this survey we are only interviewing people aged 16 or over.  Including yourself, how many 

people aged 16 or over live in this household? 

 WRITE IN:  ENTER NUMBER OF PEOPLE AGED 16+ (e.g. TWO = 2)     

 INCLUDE EXCLUDE 
 • People who normally live at address who are 

away for under 6 months 
• Boarders and lodgers living as part of household 

• People aged 16+ who live elsewhere to study or 
work but who come home for holidays 

• Spouses who are separated and no longer resident 
• People away continuously for 6 months or more 

  

 AND CODE:  NO. OF PERSONS ELIGIBLE 1 only A GO TO C6  
  2 or more B GO TO C5a  
 If no. of persons in household not obtained C CODE OUTCOME AT C7 

(Code 16 or 17)  GO TO D1 
 5.  Select one person for interview 
C5a. ASK FOR FIRST NAME OF EACH PERSON AGED 16+.  LIST IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER IN 

GRID BELOW 
  

FIRST NAME 
PERSON 
NUMBER 

  
FIRST NAME 

PERSON 
NUMBER 

 

 

  1   6  
  2   7  
  3   8  
  4   9  
  5   10  
  

 LOOK AT SELECTION BOX ON FRONT PAGE TO SELECT PERSON FOR INTERVIEW. 
 • “No. of DUs/people” row – Find number corresponding to total number of persons 
 • “SELECT” row – number beneath total number of dwelling units is SELECTED PERSON. 
 • RING ON GRID ABOVE. 
 ENTER “PERSON NUMBER” OF SELECTED PERSON    
 

    

Yes   1 Go to C5c C5b. Is selected person aged 16 or 17 AND living with parents? (circle 
code) No 2 Go to C6 

   

C5c. If yes, has parental permission been obtained and letter from Scottish Executive handed over? (circle 
code) 

  Yes 1 GO TO C6 
  No – parents/guardians not contacted 2 GO TO C7 
  No – parents/guardians refused 3 GO TO C7 
  

C6. ENTER NAME OF SELECTED RESPONDENT AND, IF POSSIBLE, TELEPHONE NUMBER ON FRONT 
PAGE.  ATTEMPT INTERVIEW OR RECORD APPOINTMENT TIME ON FRONT PAGE 

  

 IF PARENTAL PERMISSION OBTAINED PUT THE NAME OF THE ADULT WHO GAVE PARENTAL 
PERMISSION IN BRACKETS AFTER THE RESPONDENT’S NAME. 

  

  



 

  6.  Final Outcome 
C7.  (Ring relevant outcome codes)  Final 

outcome 
For Re-Issues ONLY 

   1st 2nd 3rd 

ADDRESS INELIGIBLE (DEADWOOD)      

1. Not yet built/under construction  1 1 1 1 

2.  Derelict / demolished  2    2   2   2 

3.  Vacant/empty housing unit  3 3 3 3 

4. Non-residential address (e.g. business, school, factory) – no private dwellings  4 4 4 4 

5. Communal establishment / institution – no private dwellings  5 5 5 5 

6. Address residential and occupied but not main residence (e.g. second 
home/holiday home) 

 6 6 6 6 

10.  Other ineligible (record details on notes page)  10 10 10 10 

12.  Inaccessible – OFFICE APPROVAL ONLY  12 12 12 12 

13.  Unable to locate address  13 13 13 13 

      
NO CONTACT      

16.  Residential address but no contact with anyone at address / DU (after 5+ calls)  16 16 16 16 

33.  Selected person needed parental permission but no contact with parent  33 33 33 33 

35.  Person selected but no contact with selected person (after 5+ calls)  35 35 35 35 

      

REFUSAL       

17.  Contact made at residential address but information about DU / occupants 
refused 

 17 17 17 17 

31.  Office refusal – OFFICE APPROVAL ONLY  31 31 31 31 

34.  Selected person needed parental permission but parental permission refused  34 34 34 34 

36.  Refusal by selected person before interview  36 36 36 36 

37.  Proxy refusal (other than by parent/guardian of 16 to 17 year old)  37 37 37 37 

      

OTHER UNPRODUCTIVE       

39.  Broken appointment with selected person  39 39 39 39 

40.  Selected person ill at home during survey period  40 40 40 40 

41.  Selected person away or in hospital all survey period  41 41 41 41 

42.  Selected person physically or mentally unable to be interviewed  42 42 42 42 

43.  Selected person has inadequate English  43 43 43 43 

44.  Other unproductive  44 44 44 44 
 

     

25.  INTERIM CODE – report if making more than 5 calls  25 25 25 25 

      
PRODUCTIVE OUTCOME      

51.  Full interview  51 51 51 51 

52.  Partial interview  52 52 52 52 

      

         No. of victim forms 
 

          
 

Original  Date Electronic 
Report sent 1st re-issue  
 2nd re-issue  
 3  re-issue  

Please record any other details of non-contact, refusals or 
other unsuccessful outcomes on page 5 of the ACS.  This will 
help with re-issues. If you think there is a good reason the 
address should not be issued please mark this on the front of 
the contact sheet and provide reasons on p5 



 

 ��

8. Notes Page 
For any unproductive interviews, please give us as much information as you can  
about the reason no interview was obtained.  This information will help if the address is re-issued.  For example:   

 
 

• If refusal, or other unsuccessful, please give full 
explanation for outcome 

• If the address was difficult to find, any helpful 
directions and any methods used to find 
address 

• Best time to call to get someone in • Information on respondent e.g. disabilities, 
whether work shifts 

• Any other reasons why you haven’t got an interview yet • If unable to locate address you MUST record 
methods used to try and find the address. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
REASONS FOR NOT REISSUING 
If you have indicated on the front page of the contact sheet that this address should not be reissued please give your 
reasons here.  If no reasons are given, the address may be reissued. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 ��

 
9.  Re-issue Information 

 Name of interviewer 
Interviewer 

No. Total no. calls Date of final visit 
            
RE-ISSUE 1       Day Day  Mth Mth 

    (01 – 31)  (01 – 12) 

 Name of interviewer 
Interviewer 

No. Total no. calls Date of final visit 
            
RE-ISSUE 2       Day Day  Mth Mth 

    (01 – 31)  (01 – 12) 

 Name of interviewer 
Interviewer 

No. Total no. calls Date of final visit 
            
RE-ISSUE 3       Day Day  Mth Mth 

    (01 – 31)  (01 – 12) 
       
       
       
 

Record date if second letter 
sent 

 

 

ADDITIONAL CALLS RECORD (note all contacts and attempts to contact household & respondent in person or by 
‘phone even if no reply) 

 
 
 

CALL NO. DAY DATE TIME R    E    S    U    L    T 

9     

10     

11     

12     

13     

14     

15     

16     

17     

18     

19     

20     
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Appendix D – Example of coding form 
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Serial 113220 (3) 

DescrInc 

Before I ask you a number of detailed 
questions to enable us to classify exactly what 
happened can you tell me, very briefly, about 
the incident?. 

My watch was stolen from the kitchen where I 
work. I was doing dishes. My watch was not 
waterproof so I took it off. I accidentally left it  
on the window ledge and when I 
remembered I went back and it had been 
stolen. It was the weekend in the evening  

Qend 

Is there anything that you would like to add to 
the initial description? 

NULL 

Qloc 

Did it happen in the local area where you live? 

2'No' 

Qsco 

Did it happen somewhere else in Scotland, or 
did it happen outside Scotland? 

1'Somewhere else in Scotland' 

Qwhy 

Can you tell me why you think this incident 
happened? 

5'Opportunist/ spur of the moment/ took 
advantage' 

Qwh1 

Did the incident happen inside your own home 
or in a garage next to your home? 

3'No' 

Qwh3 

Did the incident happen immediately outside 
your home? This would include in your 
garden, a shed or outhouse, in the same 
building, or in the street immediately outside 
your home. 

2'No' 

Qwh5 

Did the incident happen in or near your/the 
victim's place of work? 

1'Yes' 

Qwh6 

Where exactly in or near your/the victim's 
place of work did the incident happen? 

1'At a place of work - inside the building' 

Qsto 

Was anything at all stolen that belonged to 
you or to anyone else in your household (even 
if you got it back later)? 

1'Yes' 

QstW 

What was taken? 

15'Other';oth'SER 92/<15:Other>:watch ' 

QstC 

Were you holding or carrying (any of) what 
was stolen? 

2'No' 

qsov 

Were (any of) the things stolen off or out of a 
car or van, or off a motorcycle? 

4'No' 

qsva 50 



 

���������	
�����	
����������������������	
�����
������

(Including cash), what would you estimate was 
the total value of what was stolen? 

QBEL 

Who did the stolen property belong to? 

1'Respondent' 

qtry 

Did the person/people who did it TRY to steal 
anything (else) that belonged to you or to any 
other member of the household? 

2'No' 

Qdam 

Can I just check, did the person/people who 
did it damage, deface or mess up anything 
that belonged to you or to anyone else in the 
household (including any damage which may 
have been done getting in or out)? 

2'No' 

Qins 

Was any of the property which was stolen or 
damaged covered by an insurance policy? 

2'No' 

Qsee 

Can I check, did you or anyone else see or 
hear what was going on, or have any contact 
at all with the offender? 

2'No' 

Qwho 

Are you able to say anything at all about the 
person or people who did it - how many there 
were or what sort of people they were? 

2'No' 

qemo 

Many people have emotional reactions after 
incidents in which they are the victims or 
witnesses of crime. Did YOU have any of the 
following reactions after the incident? 

8'Crying/ tearful';9'Annoyed' 

qemM 

Which of these would you say you felt the 
most? 

9'Annoyed' 

qpol 

Going back to the crime itself, did the police 
come to know about the matter? 

2'No' 

qpoN 

Why not? 

8'Inconvenient/ too much trouble';11'Too 
trivial/ not worth reporting' 

Qcou 

Thinking about the incident, do you think that 
the person or people responsible should have 
been prosecuted in court? 

2'No' 

MTHINC2 

You said that, since the first of April 2003, you 
(or someone in your household) had an 
incident of crime. In which month did that 
happen? 

15'May 2006' 

QTIM 

At what time of day did it happen? 

6'Evening/ night (can't say which)' 
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Qdnumb 

Can I just check, how many people live in your 
household, including yourself AND ANY 
CHILDREN who live here? 

3 

Nadults 

Could you tell me how many adults live in this 
household - I mean persons 16 or over? 

3 

Qdsex 

CODE RESPONDENT'S SEX 

2'Female' 

qdtenur 

Is your home owned with a mortgage or 
outright, or is it rented, or something else? 

2'Buying it with the help of a mortgage or 
loan' 

qd1emp 

Which of the following applies to you? 

2'Working full-time' 

QD1jobT 

What is your last main job? 

general clerical worker  

QD1ind 

What does the firm/organisation you work for 
mainly make or do at the place where you 
work? 

catering supplier ie the equipment used in 
catering  
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Appendix E – Coding Manual 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
The Scottish Crime and Victimisation Survey (SCVS) monitors the crime rate in 
Scotland and provide other important information (e.g. on security measures).  
 
The survey's primary aim is to measure the extent of various crimes experienced 
by the public.  This measure of crime is independent of that available from 
statistics collected by the police, since the survey collects details of offences 
whether or not they have been reported to or recorded by the police.  
 
It is known that police statistics are subject to changes in the willingness of the 
public to report crimes and changes in police practice in recording them.  For 
these reasons, the survey can give a better indication of how the rate of crime is 
changing.  Also, a comparison of the survey's results with the police statistics 
shows what types of crime tend not to be reported to the police. 
 

Impor tance of offence coding 
One of the main purposes of the Scottish Crime and Victimisation Survey is to 
find out whether respondents have experienced any crime in the last 12 months.  
Anyone who has experienced a crime is asked a series of detailed questions about 
this crime.  These questions are asked by an interviewer and form the part of the 
interview known as the “Victim Form”.   
 
Each respondent can be asked about up to 5 different crimes.  However, it is very 
rare for anyone to have experienced this many crimes within a year.  On the basis 
of the information in the Victim Form each crime is assigned an Offence Code, 
which is designed to closely match the crime code that the police would have 
assigned (had it been recorded as a crime).   
 

Offence codes and how they work 
A list of all the offence codes is attached on pages 10 and 11 of these instructions.  
Some crimes are excluded from the Scottish Crime Survey, and so do not appear 
– the most obvious examples are murder and fraud. 
 
As explained above, each crime will end up with j ust one of these codes 
(although a few codes do refer to more than one offence).  If one crime consists 
of a number of offences (for example, someone breaks into someone’s house, 
beats up the occupants, steals the car and breaks some valuable belongings), the 
coding needs to sort out which of these offences takes priority (i.e. should the 
crime be coded as housebreaking, assault, theft of a car or vandalism?) 
 
The offence codes do have a priority order.  Generally: 
 

• Rape or Serious Assaults 
• Robbery 
• Housebreaking 
• Theft 
• Vandalism 
• Assault 
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• Threats 
 
For crimes against the person (assault, sexual offences, robbery, snatch theft and 
other theft from the person) the respondent must be the victim.  If someone else is 
the victim (even if that person is part of the respondent’s household) then the 
crime is out of scope of the survey.  For crimes against the household 
(housebreaking, other types of theft – not from the person, vandalism), the 
respondent’s household must have been the victim. 
 
Crimes that take place abroad will receive an offence code just like any other 
incident. 
 

Carrying out the offence coding 
You will be provided with a print out of the Victim Form containing the answers 
(both pre-coded and open) given by a respondent.  The Victim form is highly 
filtered, and you will only be given the text and answers to the questions that the 
respondent actually answered.  (Thus, if the respondent has said that no force or 
violence was used, then there will be no follow up questions about the nature of 
this force or violence). 
 
At the top of this print out there is the serial number and crime number for this 
victim form.  (As we said before, each respondent can be asked about up to four 
crimes.  Thus, it is possible that you will be given up to 5 different forms for each 
serial number).  
 
Using this print out you will work through a series of questions that appear on the 
computer screen.  The answers you give to each question will eventually take you 
to the Offence Code for that crime. 
 
The questions you are asked sometimes have quite a lot of explanatory text, 
which is there to explain exactly what we mean, and to provide guidance.  It is 
important that you do familiarise yourselves with this text (and this manual), as 
there are situations where the answer to a question is not as straightforward as it 
appears, or where you will need to use the guidance and your judgement to 
distinguish between the possible answers. Although the answer to the question 
will often be obvious, there are all sorts of intricacies that need to be taken into 
account. 
 
This manual is designed to give you more information that can back up the 
information that you are given on the computer screen.  Although the 
computerised coding modules are designed to stand alone, sometimes it may help 
to refer to this manual – just to check why you are getting to an offence code that 
you think is odd, or to work out what is happening if you think the coding 
modules are not working as you would expect.  The manual also backs up the text 
on the screen, so may be a useful reference source when dealing with certain 
offences where the screen contains a lot of information. 
 
Once an offence code has been assigned, you will be asked how certain you are 
that this is the right code.  You can either code certain, uncertain or that it is the 
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wrong code.  (If you code the latter, you will be sent back to the start of the 
coding modules).   If you code uncertain, you will be asked to say why you are 
uncertain or to give any other comments that you think would be useful. 
 
Most of the questions have a “not sure”  category.  If you code this, the offence 
will be assigned a “REFER TO SUPERVISOR” code. 
 
As well as internal quality checks, many of the offence codes will be checked by 
the Scottish Executive.   
 
 

Coding in practice  
For each respondent you will have one or more Victim Form print outs.  All the 
Victim Forms for a particular respondent will be together.  This is important, as in 
some cases you may find that one of the Victim forms is, in fact, a duplicate (see 
page 11 for more information). 
 
The first thing that you will need to do is check that the serial number you have 
entered is correct.  The screen will show you the first line of the description of the 
incident.  This is the first question in the Victim Form (following the automated 
code).  You just need to make sure that the line on screen matches what you have 
on your paper copy.  If it does not match, then you must have entered the wrong 
serial number and you will be asked to try again. 
 
The next question checks whether the victim form is a duplicate.  If it is, the form 
will be given the duplicate code – and there is no need to proceed any further. 
 
You will be asked to choose the module that you want to start with.  You can do 
this on the basis of the description of the incident.  Don’t worry if you choose the 
wrong module, as you should end up in the correct one if you answer the 
questions correctly. 
 
The modules are as follows: 
 
• Robbery (which is theft with violence – e.g. a mugging; this section also 

covers theft from a person i.e. then the article stolen was being held or carried 
e.g. pickpocketing) 

• Housebreaking and theft (housebreaking is when someone breaks into the 
respondent’s home (or outhouse) with intention to steal; theft covers all thefts 
where the item was not being held or carried) 

• Assault 
• Sexual assaults  
• Vandalism 
• Threats (threats of violence, other threats and intimidation) 
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2. MOVING ROUND THE CODING MODULES 
 
Generally, you will answer a question by entering a code and pressing the enter 
key.  However, you may enter the wrong code by mistake, or realise that you 
have put in some wrong information.  Therefore, you need to know how to move 
about the questionnaire. 
 

Goback  At any stage, if you type in “goback”  you will be taken 
back to the point where you choose the module that you want to 
try.  Thus, if you feel that you have gone wrong but are not sure 
where, type this and try again. 

 
<  if you type this in at a question, it will take you back to the 

previous question and let you alter the answer you gave 
 

??  Type this in and you will see a list of the questions you 
have answered and the answers that you gave.  This is useful, 
as it shows you what the questions are called. 

 
<varname If you type in < followed by the name of a question, you will be 

taken right back to that specific question and will be able to 
change the answer you gave. 

 
>varname This takes you forward to a specific variable. 
 
<<  This takes you back to the very first question (when you 

typed in the serial number) 
 
>>  This takes you forward to the end of the data that you 

have entered. 
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3. Differences compared to the Br itish Cr ime Survey 
 

The coding process is very similar to that used in BCS.  However, some of the 
actual coding rules are quite different. 
 
The main differences are outlined here: 
 
General 
 
Crimes committed by people who are mentally ill will count as valid crimes (in 
BCS these do not count). 
 
Crimes committed by police officers will also be coded (for BCS these are 
referred to the Home Office). 
 
Assault 
 
Removed code 13 – common assault 
 
In Scotland, there are two assault codes: 
 
Code 11 Serious assault 
Code 12 Minor assault 
 
Serious assault is defined as an assault which leads to an overnight stay in 
hospital or where any of the following injuries were caused (regardless of any 
hospitalisation) 
 

Fractures: meaning the breaking or cracking of a bone. It should be noted that a 
nose is cartilage not bone so therefore a broken nose should not be classified as a 
Serious Assault unless it meets one of the other criteria.  

Internal Injuries  

Severe Concussion 

Loss of Consciousness 

Lacerations requiring sutures which may lead to impairment or disfigurement 

Any other injury which may lead to impairment or disfigurement.  

 
Unlike England, the intention to cause severe injury is not relevant to the coding. 
 
If serious assault occurs due to fire raising, then code 14 is used – Fire raising and 
serious assault 
If serious assault occurs with housebreaking, code 15 is used – Serious assault 
and housebreaking 
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If the only crime is attempted assault on a person other than the respondent, this is 
coded 19 (for BCS this is referred to the Home Office). 
 
Sexual offences 
 
If rape occurs with housebreaking, then code 37 is used (rape and housebreaking). 
Otherwise, rape takes precedence over all other codes. 
 
If serious assault with a sexual motive occurs with housebreaking, code 38 is used 
(serious assault with sexual motive and housebreaking).  Otherwise, serious 
assault with sexual motive takes precedence over all other codes (except rape). 
 
Serious assault with sexual motive is defined in same way as serious assault (i.e. 
leading to the above list of injuries and/or an overnight stay in hospital). 
 
A new code has been introduced for indecent exposure (code 36).  This takes 
precedence over threats and vandalism, but not over other crimes (similar to 
indecent assault).  
 
Robberies and thefts from a person 
 
If a serious assault with sexual motive takes place as part of a robbery, then the 
serious assault with sexual motive takes priority (code 32). 
 
Robbery takes priority over serious assault, but serious assault takes priority over 
attempted robbery. 
 
Housebreaking and thefts 
 
Housebreaking defined as unauthorised entry to someone’s home, garage or 
outhouse, involving breaking in through a locked door or using a non-standard 
method of entry (e.g. a window) with the intent to steal 
 
Other thefts from respondent’s home (e.g. via unlocked door, getting in by false 
pretences etc) coded as theft in a dwelling (or, in the case of unconnected 
outhouses and garages – theft from outside dwelling). 
 
Other intentions (in absence of intent to steal) would be coded as those crimes 
(e.g. break in to vandalise would be coded as vandalism). 
 
Communal areas count as part of the home if they are normally secure (could lead 
to double counting of an offence). 
 
As mentioned above, housebreaking can occur alongside other crime codes: 
 
Code 15 Serious assault and housebreaking 
Code 37 Rape and housebreaking 
Code 38 Serious assault with a sexual motive and housebreaking 
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(However, if the break in was with the intention of committing rape, and nothing 
stolen, this would be coded as rape). 
 
Thefts of pedal cycles – all bicycles count (including children’s bikes). 
 
Attempted theft of property belonging to household member (away from the 
home) is coded as 69 (this is referred to Home Office for BCS). 
 
There is also a code 79 which is “other attempted theft falling outside survey 
coverage”.   
 
Vandalism 
 
Fire raising not referred – but is a case of vandalism. 
 
Fire raising that causes the respondent serious injury is coded as 14 – Fire raising 
and serious assault. 
 
Otherwise, fire raising has the same priority as other vandalism (housebreaking, 
robbery and theft take priority). 
 
Codes 81 and 83 have been removed, as there is no split depending on the cost of 
the damage.  Thus, there is just one vandalism to a motor vehicle code (82) and 
one vandalism to the home code (84). 
 
Vandalism includes cases where the damage can be repaired just by labour of the 
victim without outside cost.   
 
Unlike BCS, vandalism only takes priority over assault if the damage is 
component is clearly the more serious aspect of the incident.  (In BCS, assault has 
to be clearly the more serious incident). 
 
Threats 
 
Threats made over the telephone are coded as a crime; however, obscene phone 
calls are out of scope, unless sexual threats are involved. 
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4. CLASSIFICATION OF INCIDENTS:  CRIME CODES 
 
 
 
Category Code Description 
 
  01 Refer to Scottish Executive 
  02 Duplicate victim form 
 
1. ASSAULT 11 Serious assault 
  12 Petty assault 
  14 Serious assault and fire raising 
  15 Serious assault and housebreaking 
  19 Other assault outside the survey's coverage 
 
2. ATTEMPTED 21 Attempted assault  
 ASSAULT 
 
3. SEXUAL OFFENCES 31 Rape 
  32 Serious assault with sexual motive 
  33 Assault with sexual motive 
  34 Attempted rape 
  35 Indecent assault 
  36  Indecent exposure 
  37 Rape and housebreaking 
  38 Serious assault with sexual motive and housebreaking 
  39 Sexual offence outside the survey's coverage 
 
4. ROBBERY, SNATCH 41 Robbery 
 THEFT, THEFT  42 Attempted robbery 
 FROM PERSON 43 Snatch theft from the person 
  44 Other theft from the person 
  45 Attempted theft from the person 
  48 Possibly theft but could have been loss/possibly 

attempted theft, but could have been innocent 
  49 Other robbery or theft from the person outside the 

survey's coverage 
 
  58 Housebreaking from non-connected domestic 
   garage/outhouse - something taken 
  59 Other housebreaking, attempted housebreaking, theft 

in a dwelling, falling outside the survey's coverage 
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Category Code Description 
 
5. HOUSEBREAKING,  50 Attempted housebreaking to non-connected 
 ATTEMPTED  domestic garage/outhouse 
 HOUSEBREAKING, 51 Housebreaking in a dwelling (nothing taken) 
 THEFT IN A DWELLING 52 Housebreaking in a dwelling (Something taken) 
  53 Attempted housebreaking in a dwelling 
  54 Possible attempted housebreaking (insufficient 
   evidence to be sure) 
  55 Theft in a dwelling 
  56 Theft from a meter 
  57 Housebreaking from non-connected domestic 
   garage/outhouse - nothing taken 
 
6. THEFT 60 Theft of car/van 
  61 Theft from car/van 
  62 Theft of motorbike, motorscooter or moped 
  63 Theft from motorbike, motorscooter or moped 
  64 Theft of pedal cycle 
  65 Theft from outside dwelling  
   (excluding theft of milk bottles) 
  66 Theft of milk bottles from outside dwelling 
  67 Other theft 
  68 Possible theft, possible lost property 
  69 Other theft/attempted theft falling outside survey's 

coverage 
 
7. ATTEMPTED THEFT 71 Attempted theft of/from car/van 
  72 Attempted theft of/from motorcycle, 
   motorscooter or moped 
  73 Other attempted theft 
  79 Attempted theft falling outside survey’s coverage 
 
8. VANDALISM  80 Fire raising 
  82 Vandalism to a motor vehicle 
  84 Vandalism to the home 
  86 Other vandalism 
  87 Possibly vandalism/possibly accidental 
   damage/nuisance with no damage 
  88 Attempted vandalism (no damage 
   actually achieved) 
  89 Other vandalism outside survey's 
    coverage 
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Category Code Description 
 
 
9. THREATS 91 Threat to kill/assault made against, but not 
    necessarily to respondent 
  92 Sexual threat made against, but not necessarily 
   to respondent 
  93 Other threat or intimidation made against, but 
   not necessarily to respondent 
  94 Threats against others, made to the respondent 
  99 Other threats/intimidation outside survey's coverage 
 
OTHER CODES 96 No crime committed 
  97 Insufficient information to code 
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5. Invalid victim forms, out of scope codes and duplicates 

 
Invalid victim forms 
 
Wherever possible you should avoid using code 96 (no crime) or 97 (invalid victim form, no 
information).   
 
Even with quite limited information on a Victim Form we may be able to reach a valid offence code.  
In some cases, we may have no description or a very poor description, but it is still possible to use the 
answers to the closed questions to reach a valid offence code.  Similarly, if we only have the written 
description and all codes are missing, we still may have enough information to get an offence code. 
 
If you are uncertain as to whether or not there has been a crime, it is important to try to reach an 
offence code.  A number of the offence codes are “dump codes” which are not used in the official 
victimisation rates (all of the out of scope codes, and codes such as 87 – possible criminal/possible 
accidental damage/nuisance with no damage).  It is better to arrive at one of these codes than to give 
the Victim form a code 96.  However, there will be cases where you do need to use 96 or 97– but they 
should be rare.  You can get to these codes at the main menu for the coding modules. 
 
Out of scope codes 
 
Where there is more than one offence within an incident, but the element that would normally take 
precedence is out of scope (for example, the respondent’s friend has had property damaged and the 
respondent has been threatened), you should try to get to an in scope code rather than an out of scope 
code.  In some cases, this may require you to ignore the part of the incident that does not involve the 
respondent.  However, do be careful with this, as some offence codes cover the other members of the 
household and some do not.    Non household members, however, are always out of scope. 
 
Duplicates 
 
Duplicate incidents (code 02) are those where the same incident is recorded on more than one Victim 
Form.  In these cases, one incident is given the appropriate valid offence code while the duplicates are 
given code 02.  Duplicates are often obvious, but sometimes it can require some detective work to 
decide whether or not they are duplicates. 
 
Things to look for: 
 
a) the interviewer states that the victim form is a duplicate, or refers to details in a previous victim form 
b) the date information and most of the characteristics are identical.  The VFs do not need to be exactly 

the same because the victim may be discussing two elements of the same incident in the different 
VFs (e.g. if the incident is the theft of a vehicle, the respondent may discuss the theft in one VF and 
the damage to the car in another). 
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c) If the Victim Forms include the same unusual characteristic (e.g. said the other injury was “hepatitis 
B”) 

d) in some cases it may be worth checking the job of the respondent.  In one case, we had several 
similar victim forms dealing with threats against the respondent.  His job was “custody officer” at a 
police station, which made it quite likely that the threats were all separate incidents rather than the 
same one.  (Cases like this could be seen as a series, and it should be emphasised to interviewers 
that rather than recording crimes like this separately, they can be recorded just once as part of a 
series). 
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SHEET 1:  ASSAULTS 
 
Most assaults uncovered by the survey will be straightforward incidents arising in the course of family 
rows, arguments between acquaintances, brawls in pubs, fights at football matches and so on.  In these 
there is no motive to steal, and no sexual motive.  Spitting counts as assault, as does pouring a glass of 
water over someone, or setting a dog on them.  This main group of assaults has been divided into two 
sub-groups: serious assault and petty assault (Petty assault groups together “other wounding” and 
“common assault” in BCS).  Incidents that take place in the course of work are in scope. 
 
- a ‘serious assault’   (code 11) must involve a  serious injury (see below) which clearly needs 
immediate medical attention.  If the respondent had to spend at least a night in hospital as a result of 
the injuries sustained then this would be classed as a ‘serious assault’. Victims of petty assault would 
not require at least one night in hospital.  Things to check: 

- Did the respondent spend at least one night in hospital; if so, this will be classified as a serious 
assault. 

- Nature of injuries sustained: The following injuries (regardless of hospitalisation) are classified 
as serious: 

Fractures: meaning the breaking or cracking of a bone. It should be noted that a nose is 
cartilage not bone so therefore a broken nose should not be classified as a Serious 
Assault unless it meets one of the other criteria.  

Internal Injuries  

Severe Concussion 

Loss of Consciousness 

Lacerations requiring sutures which may lead to impairment or disfigurement 

Any other injury which may lead to impairment or disfigurement.  
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 -  The majority of incidents involving assault will be petty assault involving minor or no injury. 
 
Sometimes, the injuries described in the text description and those coded at QinW will differ.  In these 
cases, equal weight should be placed on the two sources of information and it should be assumed that 
both sets of injuries happened.  Injuries inflicted accidentally during an incident are counted. 
 
If the offender did some malicious damage to property in the course of, or at the same time as, 
assaulting the victim, the assault codes take precedence unless the damage component is clearly the 
more serious. (See Note for Guidance 1C).  Threats where force was used, even if there was no injury, 
should be coded as assaults (codes 11-13) or sexual offences (codes 31-35), depending on the type of 
force used.    
 
All assaults which have a sexual motive are to be classified using Sheet 3, Sexual Offences.  In other 
words, if an incident is assigned one of the three assault codes, this means that the questionnaire 
contains no suggestion of any sexual motive.  For the survey's purposes, only the respondent can be the 
victim of any assault.  Assaults happening to other household members are to be treated as outside the 
survey's coverage. 
 
It is possible that some respondents will have been assaulted in the course of a housebreaking.  If the 
assault is a petty assault only this will be counted as housebreaking.  However, if the assault was 
serious then both crimes should be coded.  Code 15 allows for this.   
 
If the respondent is seriously injured as a result of a fire set by the offender, then code 14 should be 
used, which again records both crimes. 
 
Possible codes 
 Code 11 Serious assault 
 Code 12 Petty assault 
 Code 14 Serious assault and fire raising 
 Code 15 Serious assault and housebreaking 
 Code 19 Assault falling outside the survey's coverage 
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ASSAULT FLOWCHART
A1 Did offender use force or violence
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No

No

Yes

HOUSEBREAKINGA10
Anything stolen from respondent

No Yes ROBBERY/
THEFT

A11
Vandalism

No Yes

A12 Damage more serious

Yes

VANDALISM

No

CHECK A1 and A11
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ASSAULTS: NOTES FOR GUIDANCE 
 
1A Some assaults without injury will consist of merely grabbing the respondent.  As there has been contact 

between the offender and the victim, this would still be a petty assault.   
 
1B Only the respondent can be the victim of an assault, for the purpose of the survey.  Any incidents involving 

assault only, where the respondent is not a victim, should be treated as outside the survey's coverage (code 
19) unless there is another part of the incident that involves the respondent (e.g. threats).  If the respondent 
is one of several victims, code on the basis of information about the respondent alone. 

 
 Any cases of housebreaking or robbery where serious injury was inflicted on someone other than the 

respondent will be referred to the Scottish Executive. 
 
1C Code 11, serious assault, always takes precedence over codes 81-89, vandalism.  Where vandalism occurs 

in combination with petty assault (code 12), the incident is to be given a vandalism code only if the damage 
component is clearly the more serious.  This is a matter for coder judgement, but, for example, if someone 
were punched in the eye so that their glasses broke, this would be a code 12 (petty assault). 
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SHEET 2:  ATTEMPTED ASSAULT 
 
 
Respondents are not asked, either in the main questionnaire ‘screener’ questions or in the victim form, 
whether anyone has tried to hit them, beat them up etc.  Some respondents will have reported such 
incidents, all the same; they will probably be of the nature: "Someone took a swing at me in a pub".  
Attempted assaults are not the same thing as threatened assaults.   
 
However, if a respondent is threatened with a weapon, this is an attempted assault (code 21). 
 
For the survey's purpose, only the respondent can be the victim of an attempted assault.  Attempted 
assaults happening to other household members will be out of scope. 
 
 
 
Possible codes 
 
Code 21 Attempted assault. 
 

 
 
ATTEMPTED ASSAULT:  NOTES FOR GUIDANCE 
 
2A An incident may involve an attempt to assault the respondent and a successful attack on someone 

else; in this case the incident should be counted as a code 21. 
 
 

  
 
 PRIORITIES 
 
• If attempted assault is "competing" with any other offence classification, except threats,  
     the other offence takes precedence.  Attempted assault takes precedence over threats 
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SHEET 3:  SEXUAL OFFENCES 
 
 
Most sexual offences uncovered by the survey will have an element of physical assault to them; and 
besides, some sexual offences will occur in combination with offences such as robbery.  The survey 
uses six codes for sexual offences, plus two for situations where serious sexual offences occur with 
housebreaking (where both crimes are recorded).  Both male and female respondents can be the victim 
of sexual offences. Only the respondent can be the victim of a sexual offence. 
 
Codes 32-34 all involve attacks not amounting to rape.  Code 32, serious assault with sexual motive, 
refers to incidents which would be classified as serious assault (code 11) if it were not for the sexual 
motive.  (The criteria for serious wounding are as set out on sheet 1).  Code 32 takes priority over all 
other crimes, except rape.  If serious assault with a sexual motive takes place during a housebreaking, 
then it would be coded as code 38 (serious assault with sexual motive and housebreaking) so that both 
crimes are recorded. 
 
Code 31, rape, takes priority over all other crimes.  However, if rape takes place during a 
housebreaking, it would be coded as 37 (rape and housebreaking) so that both crimes are recorded. 
 
Indecent assaults, code 35, refer to incidents involving no injury; a typical case might be perpetrated by 
a "groper" on a train or bus.  An assault may be indecent if its motive was clearly sexual, even though 
the specific act was not of an explicitly sexual character.   
 
Indecent exposure ("flashers") do count as crimes in Scotland, but will involve no touching.  These will 
be coded as code 36.   
 
All sexual offences take priority over vandalism.  (If the sexual offence is indecent exposure, and the 
damage is major, then this should be referred to the Scottish Executive). 
 
Possible codes 
 
Code 31 Rape 
Code 32 Serious assault with sexual motive 
Code 33 Assault with sexual motive 
Code 34 Attempted rape 
Code 35 Indecent assault 
Code 36 Indecent exposure 
Code 37 Rape and housebreaking 
Code 38 Serious assault with sexual motive and housebreaking 
Code 39 Other sexual offence, falling outside the survey's coverage. 

  
 
 PRIORITIES 
 
• Code 31 (rape) takes priority over all other crimes.  Code 32 (serious assault with sexual motive) 

takes priority over all crimes except rape. 
 
• Other sexual offences do not take precedence over codes for robbery, housebreaking, and actual 

theft. 
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SEXUAL OFFENCES FLOWCHART
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 SEXUAL OFFENCES:  NOTES FOR GUIDANCE 
 
3A There will be some sexual offences where no force or violence was used.  In these, QInW will not 

be completed.  For the purposes of coding, if the assault involved some contact between the 
offender and victim (i.e. not just exposure) this should be coded as a indecent assault (code 35). 

 
 If DescrInc indicates that the incident was one of attempted rape (code 34) but QFoH has not 

been answered, coders should assume that this is an attempted rape. 
 
 Where injuries are sustained, it is too serious to be coded as indecent assault.  Any sexual assault 

with injuries will be coded as assault with sexual motive (code 33) or serious assault with 
sexual motive (code 32) as appropriate. 

 
3B If the respondent is simultaneously the victim of robbery or attempted robbery or theft from the 

person and of rape or serious wounding with sexual motive, the incident should be coded as rape 
or serious wounding with sexual motive.  However, if robbery, attempted robbery or theft from 
the person occur in combination with assault with sexual motive, attempted rape or indecent 
assault, the sexual offence codes do not take precedence. 

 
3C If the respondent is the victim of rape or serious wounding with sexual motive in the course of a 

housebreaking, the incident is given a code that identifies both crimes. 
 
 If someone other than the respondent is the victim of rape or serious wounding with sexual 

motive in the course of a housebreaking, the case will be referred to the Scottish Executive. 
 
 If any lesser sexual offence occurs in the course of a housebreaking, the incident is coded as 

housebreaking.  
 
3D If a sexual element is claimed to exist, it must relate to the incident, not the general relationship 

between the victim and the perpetrator. 
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SHEET 4: ROBBERY, SNATCH THEFTS AND OTHER THEFTS FROM THE PERSON 
  (INCLUDING ATTEMPTS) 

 
Robbery involves the use of force or threat of force to a person immediately before or at the time of a 
theft.  (A threat can be simply implied e.g. "Give us your wallet". The presence of a weapon is an 
implied threat, even if it is not actually used).  If someone is threatened or attacked by an intruder in 
their home, the element of robbery will usually be absent but see the detailed list. Snatch thefts have no 
element of threat, and only minimal force; they involve speed rather than force or threat - for example, 
pulling a handbag off a woman's shoulder or snatching a purse from a shopping bag.  However, a 
snatch that turns into a ‘tug of war’ between victim and offender involves more than minimal force, 
and should be counted as robbery.  Other thefts from the person involve neither force, threats nor 
snatching, but the offender intends that the victim should remain unaware of the theft whilst it is being 
committed - pickpocketing being the prime example. 
  
Respondents are likely to use the term ‘mugging’ to refer to robbery and snatches, but not to other 
thefts from the person. Some thefts and attempted thefts of personal property may need to be classified 
under code 67 or 73 instead of here.  
 
The following broad hierarchy applies to thefts of personal property: 
 
robbery (41, 42)  force was used to further theft; more force than was necessary to snatch property away 

(including ‘tug of war’ between victim and offender) or threats used, whether or not victim 
actually holding items  

 
snatch (43, 45)  force used was just to snatch property away or no extra force used, but victim clearly aware 

of the incident as it happened and respondent actually holding items taken or carrying them 
on their person. 

 
stealth (44, 45)  no force used and respondent clearly unaware of incident and actually holding items or 

carrying them on (or very close to) their person (e.g. purse in pocket or in bag being held). 
 
other (67, 73)  no force used and respondent not actually holding items or carrying them on their person. 

(something put down on a shop counter for a while or left on a shopping trolley while 
respondent wanders about, and items well away from respondent at the time e.g. things left 
in cloakrooms). 

 
Sometimes, the respondent may be unclear whether they had their pockets picked or lost their wallet or 
may report behaviour which may or may not have been attempted theft.  In such cases code 48 applies.   
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Respondent: Only the respondent can be the victim of this group of offences. 
 
Possible codes 
 
Code 41 Robbery 
Code 42 Attempted robbery 
Code 43 Snatch theft from the person 
Code 44 Other theft from the person 
Code 45 Attempted theft from the person 
Code 48 Possibly theft but could have been loss/ 
   possibly attempted theft but could have been innocent 
Code 49 Other robbery, theft from the person, falling outside 
   the survey's coverage. 

      
     PRIORITIES 
 
• Where robberies occur in combination 

with other offences, code 41 takes 
precedence over all others except rape, 
code 31 and serious assault with sexual 
motive (code 32).  Snatch theft and 
other thefts from the person, by their 
nature, will not occur in combination 
with any other offences except, 
conceivably, vandalism, over which 
they take precedence. 
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ROBBERIES AND THEFTS FROM THE PERSON:  NOTES FOR GUIDANCE 

4A For an incident to be coded with this group of codes (41-49), the respondent must be a victim.  
(Other people might also be victims simultaneously).  If the respondent was simply 
accompanying someone else who was robbed (or someone else who suffered a theft from the 
person), no offence has occurred for the purposes of the survey.  But, if the respondent was 
accompanying someone else who was robbed, and the respondent was attacked or threatened in 
the course of the robbery, the incident should be coded as an assault (codes 11-19) or a threat 
(code 91-95).   This also covers situations where the respondent was caught up in the robbery of a 
business.   

 
4B If someone gains unauthorised access into a house and threatens the occupants in the furtherance 

of theft - in order e.g. to make them open up a safe - this is code 41, robbery.  But if someone 
breaks into a house to steal and is disturbed by the occupants who (try to) stop him, this is 
housebreaking rather than robbery or attempted robbery (even if a household member is 
wounded) - see housebreaking (sheet 5).  If a robbery as part of a housebreaking leads to the rape 
or serious assault (with or without sexual motive) of the respondent, then the assault codes that 
allow both the assault and the housebreaking to be recorded should be used (code 37, 38 or 15). 

 
4C Robbery involves the use of force or threat of force before or at the time of a theft.  A threat 

can, for these purposes, be simply implied.  Snatch thefts (code 43) involve no threat and only 
minimal force - e.g. pulling a handbag from someone's grasp, or off their shoulder.  As soon as 
the victim offers any resistance, more than ‘minimal’  force has been used, and the offence 
becomes one of robbery (code 41) or attempted robbery, code 42.    ‘Other thefts from the 
person’ (code 44) involve stealth; pickpocketing for example, and covertly taking a purse from 
a shopping basket.  Victims will not become aware of ‘other theft from the person’ until after 
the event - in contrast to robberies and snatches.  (It may be helpful to check QSee: " did you or 
anyone else see or hear what was going on, or have any contact at all with the offender?”)  So if 
a victim is pushed/jostled (e.g. on the tube) and later discovers the theft, this is a stealth theft 
(code 44).  If the victim is aware of the theft at the time of being pushed/jostled it is a snatch 
(code 43). 

 
4D If property is actually taken by the offender (even if it is dropped and the victim recovers it) this is 

an actual, not attempted, offence. 
 
4E Property taken from a trolley or pushchair will count as a code 44 (other theft from a person), 

even though the respondent was not actually physically carrying it – as long as the trolley or 
pushchair was in close proximity to the respondent (i.e. being wheeled).  Items taken that are not 
being carried or held (e.g. a bag by someone’s feet, a coat on a hanger, items left behind in a pub) 
will be coded as 67 (other theft).   

 
4F If a respondent is assaulted or threatened in the course of a robbery or attempted robbery of a 

business this should only be coded as robbery/attempted robbery (41 or 42) if the respondent was 
also the victim of a theft (e.g. as well as robbing the business the robber also took items from the 
respondent or if the business is the respondent’s business and they are a sole trader).  Otherwise, 
the threat or assault codes will apply. 

 
 If the respondent challenges shoplifters or thieves and is then threatened/assaulted, the threat or 

assault codes apply. If the respondent is threatened or assaulted at work by a customer refusing to 
pay a bill, this is coded as threat/assault. 
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4G To use code 48 (possibly theft, could have been loss) the victim must not know if the property has 

been lost or stolen.  If the respondent thinks that the property has been stolen, do not use this code. 

4H If the offender reaches into a car and takes something while the respondent is sitting in the 
car, this would NOT count as a theft from a car.  Depending on the level of force used it 
would either count as:  

• A snatch theft (code 43/45) – the respondent was aware of what was happening, but no or 
limited force used.  If the item was on the seat next to the person or close by, it can count as 
being held (similar to an item on a trolley that was being pushed). 

• A robbery (code 41/42) – if threat or violence was used in furtherance of the theft 

• Other theft (67/73) – for items that were not close to the respondent – e.g. from the boot of 
the car (unless respondent ends up tussling with offender for the item in which case, it 
becomes a robbery). 

If the car is a household car, but the person in the car is not the respondent, then this would 
be out of scope. 

 
An actual car-jacking where the victim is threatened to give up their car would count as 
robbery.  If the car-jacking involves no threat or force (ie the person is tricked out of their 
car and it is driven off) this would be theft of a car. 
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SHEET 5:  HOUSEBREAKING, ATTEMPTED HOUSEBREAKING AND THEFT IN A 
DWELLING 

 
Housebreaking from a dwelling consists of breaking into the respondent's dwelling (i.e. house or flat), any 
outhouse or garage linked to the dwelling via a connecting door, or any non-connected outhouse or garage with 
the intention of committing theft (whether the intention is carried through or not).  Entry must be by forcing a 
door or via a non-standard entrance (e.g. through a window or skylight whether locked or not).  Thus, entry 
through unlocked doors or by using false pretences, or if the offender had a key are not housebreaking (will 
probably be theft in a dwelling if something is stolen).  It is the door that must be forced not the entry.  If 
someone opens a door and is pushed past, this would not be housebreaking (unless they left the chain on, and 
this was smashed off). 
 

For housebreaking to have occurred, the offender must have entered the home. The home "begins" at any door or 
window whether open or shut.  For example, theft from an open porch (a porch without a door) would not count 
as housebreaking, but theft from a porch with a door would, unless the door was open at the time. ‘Common 
areas’ (e.g. hallways) of flats are included if they are normally secure. Garages are included if they are linked to 
the dwelling via a connecting door. If the garage is not linked to the house with a door, it is not ‘housebreaking 
from a dwelling’  (but see codes 57, 58).  Assume outhouses are not linked to dwellings unless this is clearly the 
case.  
 

Intention to commit theft is also important.  If the intention was to do something else (e.g. vandalise, assault), 
then the crime would be coded as that.  If no other crime other than breaking in is committed (e.g. an ex-partner 
breaks in because he wants to see his child, but commits no other crime), this will not be housebreaking.  In this 
case, if damage is caused due to the break in, code as vandalism.  If no damage, this will not be coded as any 
crime (code 96).  If you are not sure of the intention, please refer to the Scottish Executive. 
 
For there to be an attempted housebreaking, there must be clear evidence that the offender made an actual, 
physical attempt to gain entry to the home (e.g. damage to locks or broken doors; glass panel in the door 
smashed; broken windows where the respondent said someone had tried to get in to the home). An attempted 
housebreaking takes priority over other theft codes.  However, damage to back/side gates or footprints in the 
garden (in absence of evidence of attempt to get in, e.g. damage to windows, etc) are not sufficient evidence for 
an attempted housebreaking. If no evidence of attempted theft, but damage was done, refer to sheet 8, or, if 
threat, to sheet 9.  Code 54 – possible attempted housebreaking should be used as a last resort, and all other in 
scope offences take priority over this code. 
 
Theft in a dwelling (code 55) consists of theft committed inside (indoors not outside) a home by somebody who 
did not force their way into a home, and who entered through a normal entrance.  Thefts in dwellings are 
committed, for example, by guests at parties, by workmen with legitimate access, by people who get in using 
false pretences, or if the respondent a door open or unlocked.  Within thefts in a dwelling, thefts from meters in 
dwellings are to be classified separately (code 56 rather than code 55), unless these occurred in the course of 
housebreaking. 
 
 
Possible codes 
 
Code 50 Attempted housebreaking to non-connected  
Code 51 Housebreaking in a dwelling (nothing taken)  
Code 52 Housebreaking in a dwelling (something 

taken) 
Code 53 Attempted housebreaking in a dwelling 
Code 54 Possible attempted housebreaking 
Code 55 Theft in a dwelling 
 

 
Code 56 Theft from a meter 
Code 57 Housebreaking from a non-connected 
  domestic garage/outhouse (nothing taken) 
Code 58 Housebreaking from a non-connected 

domestic garage/outhouse (something taken) 
Code 59 Housebreaking/attempted housebreaking 

/theft in a dwelling falling outside survey's 
coverage 
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HOUSEBREAKING, ATTEMPTED HOUSEBREAKING AND THEFT IN A DWELLING: 
NOTES FOR GUIDANCE 
 
5A Housebreaking, attempted housebreaking and theft in a dwelling may all occur in combination 

with a number of other offences, and almost always take precedence over other offences.  The 
exceptions are serious wounding, rape and serious wounding with sexual motive.  If any of these 
take place during a housebreaking of a dwelling, then a code is used that allows both crimes to be 
recorded (code 15: serious assault and housebreaking; code 37: rape and housebreaking; code 38: 
serious assault with sexual motive and housebreaking).  Otherwise the assault codes (code 11, 31 
and 32 take priority over attempted housebreaking and theft in a dwelling). 

 
5B Housebreakings in a dwelling and thefts in dwellings can only take place within the respondent’s 

home. For the purposes of the survey, the ‘home’ here includes outhouses and garages linked to 
the dwelling via a connecting door, but excludes the grounds - i.e. garden - of a home, and 
garages and outhouses with no connecting doors to the home.  Housebreaking from such non-
connected garages and outhouses are dealt with by codes 50, 57 and 58.  Communal areas in flats 
do count as the home if they are normally secure. 

 
 Temporary dwellings are dealt with in the following way: 

a. If standard rented property, count as housebreaking/theft in dwelling if reported by 
tenants, but not by landlord (if landlord had stuff stolen – out of scope) 

b. If second home, used only by respondent and family – count housebreaking/theft in 
dwelling at main home and second home. (Fixed site caravans that are vacant count 
as second homes) 

c. If holiday let, code as housebreaking/theft in dwelling for owner and other theft for 
those living there temporarily at time of break in (if they had something stolen).  
This would include fixed site caravans that are being let for holidays. 

d. Hotel rooms count as housebreaking/theft from dwelling for the occupant.  This is 
true for bed and breakfasts as well as long as room door was lockable. 

 If you are unsure about a particular temporary dwelling, please refer. 
 
 Caravans: an actual or attempted break-in to a caravan parked on the respondent’s property counts 

as housebreaking/attempted housebreaking to a non-connected outhouse (codes 50, 57 or 58).  
(Note that if the whole caravan or parts of it are stolen while parked on the respondent’s property, 
this is ‘theft from outside dwelling’ (code 65).  If parked elsewhere, it is ‘other theft’ code 67).   

 
 Break-ins to allotment sheds or other “storage”  places not within the grounds of the home (e.g. a 

lock up or garage) should not count as “outhouse burglaries”, but should be coded as other theft 
(code 67) or other attempted theft (code 73). 

  
 Deliberate damage to a back/side gate (even if in order to effect entry) but without proof of actual 

or attempted entry to the home or any outhouse should be coded as vandalism.  Damage to 
locks/padlocks of sheds or other outbuildings should be coded as attempted outhouse 
housebreaking (code 50).  Damage to doors will usually be attempted housebreaking (unless it 
was obviously not part of an attempt to get in).   
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5C Thefts in dwellings are committed by  
• people who have legitimate access to the dwelling (e.g. builders, guests);  
• people who are invited into the dwelling under false pretences (e.g. impersonating the gas man; 

gate crashing a party);  
• people who get into the dwelling through an unlocked or open door. 

 
  Thefts from a meter are classified separately unless they occurred in the course of a 

housebreaking. 
 
5C If someone breaks into a house and threatens the respondent in the furtherance of theft - e.g. to 

make them open up the safe - this is code 41, robbery, or code 42, attempted robbery.  However, 
if the respondent is raped, or seriously assaulted (with or without a sexual motive), then the code 
used should be the one that allows both the assault and the housebreaking to be recorded (i.e. code 
15, 37 or 38) rather than a robbery code.  

 
 If someone else in the household is threatened or assaulted in this situation, then the form should 

be referred to the Scottish Executive.  (The respondent has to be a victim of robbery – not another 
member of household). 

 
 But if someone breaks into a house in order to steal without intending to confront the occupants, 

and is disturbed by the occupants, who try to stop him, this is housebreaking (codes 51 or 52).  
Again, if the assault is serious or there is a rape, then codes 15, 37 or 38 should again be used. 

 
5D It may not be clear whether the offender tried to get inside.  If footprints were noticed in a 

flowerbed, or snow, this is not by itself evidence of an attempted housebreaking; the offender 
might just be a nosy parker, or a peeping Tom.  Similarly an intruder sighted in a garden may not 
be a housebreaker. Such cases should be coded as code 54 ‘possible attempted housebreaking’ .  
However, if any other offences have been committed (e.g. vandalism), then that offence should 
take priority. 

 
 A housebreaking of commercial premises is out of scope, unless the burglar gains access to the 

proprietor’s living quarters (in which case a housebreaking code would apply) or personal or 
private items belonging to the respondent were taken, in which case an other theft code would 
apply. 
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SHEET 6: THEFT OF/FROM CAR/VAN, THEFT OF/FROM MOTORBIKE ETC, 
THEFT OF PEDAL CYCLE, THEFT FROM OUTSIDE DWELLING AND OTHER THEFT 
 
Theft is something of a residual category, classified by eliminating contenders such as housebreaking and 
robbery.  Within the theft classifications, ‘theft in a dwelling’ code 55, (defined on sheet 5), takes precedence 
over ‘theft of pedal cycle’ (code 64) and ‘other theft’  (code 67).  Thus a bicycle stolen from inside a house by 
somebody who had not broken in is counted as ‘theft in a dwelling’ .  But ‘theft of pedal cycle’ takes precedence 
over ‘ theft outside a dwelling’ (code 65) as do all theft classifications except ‘other theft’.  If the only thing 
stolen from a household car is a bike belonging to someone in the household, this is ‘ theft of a pedal cycle’, not 
‘theft from a car’.  If a bike is one of a number of things stolen, it is ‘theft from a car’ if the car is a household 
car, or out of scope if the car belongs to someone else. 
 
A bicycle belonging to the household which is the only thing stolen from outside another person’s home, from 
someone else’s garden  or from someone else’s car is an in-scope bicycle theft.  Similarly, if someone else’s 
bicycle is the only thing stolen from the outside the respondent’s home, from their garden or from their car, it is 
an out of scope theft.  (All bikes, even children’s, count as bikes). 
 
Theft from motor vehicles refers both to theft of parts and accessories of motor vehicles and to theft of contents.  
The classification system makes no distinction between attempted thefts of and from motor vehicles, because it 
is often difficult to distinguish these.  Where a vehicle and its contents are stolen and the vehicle is subsequently 
recovered without the contents, this still counts as theft of a vehicle.  
 
In some cases, the questionnaire will indicate that respondents were in doubt as to whether they had lost 
something or had it stolen.  In any case where doubt is clearly expressed, the incident should be coded as code 
68, ‘possible theft, possible lost property’. Negligence by the victim makes no difference to theft. 
 
Sometimes it is difficult to distinguish vandalism from theft. (e.g. aerials broken off cars, lighting removed from 
house walls). The guiding principle is that for something to have been stolen it has to be re-usable elsewhere.  So 
only vehicle parts/accessories that could be reused, were carefully removed (especially regarding aerials and 
wipers), and were not discarded nearby should be seen as thefts.  Otherwise a vandalism code applies (code 81 
or 82).  However, code theft of wing mirrors or car badges as theft from vehicle (codes 61 or 63). Damage to 
wipers, paintwork, etc is vandalism (81, 82), unless done with intention to steal. 
 
 

 
Possible codes  

Code 60 Theft of car/van  Code 67 Other theft 
Code 61 Theft from car/van  Code 68 Possible theft, possible lost property 
Code 62 Theft of motorbike, motorscooter or moped 
 Code 69 Other theft/attempted theft falling 
     
  outside the survey's coverage. 

 PRIORITIES 
 
• When theft occurs with assault, the classification is generally neither one of assault nor theft, but robbery.  

Similarly the classification of housebreaking embraces the element of theft.  When theft occurs in combination 
with rape or serious wounding with sexual motives (codes 31 and 32) the theft codes do not take precedence.  If 
theft occurs with an assault that is not in furtherance of the theft, the theft takes priority. 

 
• Theft will frequently occur in combination with vandalism - for example, where the paintwork of a car is 

damaged and something taken off or from a car.  In these cases the theft codes almost invariably take precedence 
over the vandalism codes (codes 81 to 89).  This is so even if the damage is very extensive and the theft very 
small.     
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Code 63 Theft from motorbike, motorscooter or moped 
Code 64 Theft of pedal cycle 
Code 65 Theft from outside dwelling (excluding theft of milk bottles) 
Code 66 Theft of milk bottles from outside dwelling 
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THEFTS OF/FROM MOTOR VEHICLES, OF PEDAL CYCLES, FROM OUTSIDE 
DWELLINGS, OTHER THEFT: NOTES FOR GUIDANCE. 

 
6B Communal areas in flats (e.g. hallways) do count as part of the home if they are usually secure.  Thus, any 

theft from a communal area should be treated as a theft from inside the dwelling (code 55) or a 
housebreaking depending on mode of entry.  If there are clear signs that the offender attempted to break in 
to the respondent’s flat, then this would be coded as an attempted housebreaking.  (However, theft from 
outside the dwelling should take precedence over a possible attempted housebreaking).  

 
6C If something is missing but may have been lost rather than stolen, the correct code is 68, ‘possible theft, 

possible lost property’ - for example, belongings left on a train and not recovered.  If the respondent thinks 
the item was stolen, code as other theft (code 67). 

 
6D Thefts of company cars and hired cars are in scope.  Vans are in scope if used for private use or if the 

respondent is a self employed sole trader (i.e. works for himself, by himself – if the van is part of a 
fleet, then it is an out of scope theft).  Include caravanettes as if they were cars or light vans.  Refer 
cases of theft of lorries, tractors, heavy vans (these will tend to be out of scope).  Assume that vans are 
light vans unless this is clearly not the case. 

 
 If a vehicle is stolen and returned (e.g. by joyriders) this is still theft of a vehicle (code 60 or 62) 
 
6E Thefts of the respondent’s personal property from lorries/work vans should be coded as ‘other theft’ (code 

67), not as thefts from vehicles.  
 
 Where the respondent’s belongings have been stolen from other peoples’ private cars (or homes or 

garages), the incident is out of scope.  Where other peoples’ property has been stolen from the respondent’s 
car (or home or garage), even if none of the respondent’s property was stolen, the incident is in scope and 
should be coded as a valid theft from a vehicle (code 61 or 63), or a valid housebreaking.   

 
6F If an incident involves theft of milk bottles and nothing else from outside the home, a victim form should 

not have been completed and code 66, ‘theft of milk bottles from outside dwelling’  applies. 
 
6G Only the respondent can be the victim of ‘other theft’, code 67.  If another household member is the victim 

of theft, and the theft does not fit any one of the in scope codes, the incident will be out of scope.  Thefts of 
items (e.g. mobile phones, laptops) belonging to an employer are out of scope.  Work tools are in scope for 
other personal theft (code 67) if they belong to a respondent who is obviously a self-employed sole trader.  
If the respondent is self-employed, but has partners or separate business premises, this is out of scope.  Not 
paying for goods (or a journey) received is out of scope (this applies to shoplifting, unpaid taxi fares, meals 
not paid for in restaurants, work not paid for). 

 
 Theft of a credit card is in scope, but subsequent use of a credit card (or fraudulent use of a credit card 

number if the card is not actually stolen) is out of scope. 
 
6H Wheely bins are in scope, and so a wheely bin stolen from outside the respondent’s home would generally 

be ‘ theft from outside a dwelling’ . 
 
6I ‘Theft of a pedal cycle’ takes priority over other theft codes, including theft from a car, unless other items 

from the car are also stolen.  To clarify the situation with regard to cars, here are some rules: 
• A theft of a just a household bicycle from a household car is “ theft of a bicycle”   
• A theft of just a household bicycle from someone else’s car is in scope “ theft of a bicycle”  
• A theft of just someone else’s bicycle from a household car is out of scope (code 69) 
• If a bicycle is one of a number of things stolen from a car, then the theft should be coded theft 
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from a car (code 61) if the car is a household car, or out of scope if the car is someone else’s. 
 
 If something is stolen from a bicycle there is no separate code, so one of the other theft codes should be 

used – depending on where the bike was and who it belongs to.  Thus, a bike in the garden that has its 
pump stolen would be “ theft from outside a dwelling”; something stolen from a bike parked elsewhere 
would be “other theft” if the item stolen belonged to the respondent, or out of scope if it belonged to 
someone else. 

 
6H If something is stolen from a car while someone is sitting in the car, this is not ‘theft from a car’, but should 

be counted as a personal theft: 

• A snatch theft (code 43/45) – the respondent was aware of what was happening, but no or limited 
force used.  If the item was on the seat next to the person or close by, it can count as being held 
(similar to an item on a trolley that was being pushed). 

• A robbery (code 41/42) – if threat or violence was used in furtherance of the theft 

• Other theft (67/73) – for items that were not close to the respondent – e.g. from the boot of the car 
(unless respondent ends up tussling with offender for the item in which case, it becomes a robbery. 

• If the car is a household car, but the person in the car is not the respondent, then this would be out 
of scope. 

An actual car-jacking where the victim is threatened to give up their car would count as robbery.  If the 
car-jacking involves no threat or force (i.e. the person is tricked out of their car and it is driven off) this 
would be theft of a car. 

 
Respondent: Only the respondent can be the victim of ‘other theft’, code 67.  Any member of the household 
can be the main victim of the remaining categories.  All cases where the victim is neither the respondent nor a 
household member - e.g. the respondent’s employing company, should be coded 69 (theft outside the survey’s 
coverage). 
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SHEET 7: ATTEMPTED THEFT  
   (EXCLUDING ATTEMPTED THEFT FROM THE PERSON) 
 
The most frequent categories of attempted theft are likely to be codes 71 and 72, attempted theft of or 
from cars/vans or motorbikes/scooters/mopeds.  In their nature it will often be impossible to say 
whether these incidents were attempts to steal the vehicle or just parts/contents.   
 
There are no codes for attempted theft in a dwelling, attempted theft of a meter, of a pedal cycle or 
from outside a dwelling; any such attempted thefts which emerge should be coded as other attempted 
theft (code 73) provided that the respondent is the victim.  Attempted theft, where someone else is the 
victim and there is no other crime will be coded as an out of scope attempted theft (code 79). 
 
Attempted theft from the person (code 45) is dealt with on Sheet 4. 
 
Possible codes 
Code 71 Attempted theft of/from car/van 
Code 72 Attempted theft of/from motorbike, motorscooter or moped 
Code 73 Other attempted theft 
Code 79 Other attempted theft falling outside survey coverage 
 
 

 
 

 
    PRIORITIES 
 
• Vandalism takes priority over attempted theft.  However, if the damage is limited to that 

caused by the attempt to steal this would be coded as attempted theft. 
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 ATTEMPTED THEFT OF/FROM MOTOR VEHICLES, `OTHER' ATTEMPTED THEFT: 
NOTES FOR GUIDANCE 
 
 
7A  It may be unclear what the attempt was aimed at; DescrInc may contain additional 

information. 
 
 There can be considerable ambiguity as to whether the incident is one of attempted theft or 

vandalism. In such cases, the incident should be coded as attempted theft if any of the following 
conditions apply: 

• the offender actually got into the car 
• the damage was concentrated around the lock (e.g. scratches round the door lock, lock 

punched out) 
• the quarterlight was smashed (or similar damage of the type which suggests that the 

offender was trying to get into the vehicle) 
• the radio was pulled out or glove compartment ransacked 
•  other evidence exists of an attempt to steal 

 
 If there is still ambiguity as to whether the incident is attempted theft or vandalism, the incident 

should be coded as vandalism. 
 
 Smashed windscreens count as vandalism (unless something else happened which indicates theft 

e.g.. also tried to pull out radio).   
 
 Respondent 
7B Only the respondent can be the victim of ‘other attempted theft’.  If, for example, a victim form 

reports an attempt to steal a bicycle from a household member other than the respondent, this will 
be coded as an out of scope incident. 
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SHEET 8:   VANDALISM  
 
Vandalism does not just refer to vandalism, but to any intentional and malicious damage done to the property belonging to 
the respondent, or to their home or vehicles. Offenders and victims are quite likely to know one another, as in arguments 
between ex-friends, landlord/tenant etc.  Vandalism to the home includes doors, windows, gates, fences, plants, shrubs and 
belongings in the garden - but excludes motor-vehicles in driveways.  Communal areas in flats, such as hallways, 
staircases etc count as part of the home if they are usually secure.  Include damage to rented property as in-scope.  Where 
damage is solely to a door (e.g. glass panel in door smashed, damage to lock, tried to smash door down), or there are 
smashed windows where the respondent said the offender was trying to get in, this is likely to be an attempted 
housebreaking (sheet 5).   
 
Fire raising (code 80) consists of causing deliberate damage by fire.  If the fire causes the respondent serious injury, then 
code 14 will be used which allows both the fire raising and the serious assault to be coded. 
 
Vandalism includes all cases where something is damaged or defaced, even if the damage can be repaired by the labour of 
the victim without outside cost. (e.g. throwing eggs at a house or vehicle, flour emptied on a car, rubbish dumped on a 
doorstep, drawing on walls with chalk).  Nuisance is defined as cases where nothing is actually damaged or defaced (e.g. 
letting down car tyres). These should be coded as 87.   Difference between vandalism and nuisance may not always be 
obvious, and may depend on level of “defacing” e.g. small amount of rubbish dumped in garden is probably nuisance; skip 
load of rubbish dumped will be vandalism. 
 
 Vandalism also does not include damage which is probably accidental (see Note 8B).  Refer any doubtful cases.  Code 88 
covers cases where there was a definite but unsuccessful attempt to commit vandalism. 
 
A smashed windscreen counts as vandalism (code 82) unless there is also evidence of an attempt to steal.   

Possible codes 
Code 80 Fire raising 
Code 82 Vandalism to a motor vehicle  
Code 84 Vandalism to the home  
Code 86 Other vandalism 
Code 87 Possibly criminal/possibly accidental damage/nuisance with no damage 
Code 88 Attempted vandalism (no damage actually achieved) 
Code 89 Other vandalism falling outside the survey's coverage. 

 
 

     PRIORITIES 
• When vandalism occurs in combination with housebreaking or robbery, the housebreaking and robbery 

codes take precedence over the vandalism codes.  When vandalism occurs in combination with actual 
theft, the incident is always to be classified as theft; but vandalism takes priority over attempted theft (if 
the damage is more than just the damage caused by the attempt to steal). 

 
• When vandalism occurs in combination with serious wounding (code 11) or any sexual assault code 

these codes take precedence (unless the damage very major and the sexual assault is an indecent 
exposure). Where vandalism occurs in combination with petty assault (code 12), the incident is to be 
given a vandalism code only if the damage component is clearly the more serious. 

 
• Threats where something was damaged should be coded as vandalism. 
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No

Yes
No

C7 Attempt to enter home/outhouse

Yes No

C8 Forced or non normal entry

No

HOUSEBREAKING

Yes

C9 
Anything stolen

No

Yes or attempt ROBBERY / THEFT

CHECK C2

VIOLENCE NO VIOLENCE

C9a 
Is damage more serious 

than assault

YesNoASSAULT C10 Deliberate Damage or Accident

Deliberate No Damage Accident
CODE 87

C11c Level of damage

Other

C12 What was damaged

Other

C16 Belong to Resp?

Someone else
OTHER 

CRIME OR 
CODE 89

Yes
CODE 86

Home
CODE 84

Vehicle

C13 Belong to hh

Yes
CODE 82

C10a Attempt to damage

Yes
CODE 88

No

OTHER 
CRIME

No
OTHER CRIME
OR CODE 89

Attempt
CODE 88

Nuisance
CODE 87

CODE 11

C8a Intent to steal

Yes

No

C11 Deliberate damage by fire

Yes No

C11b Lead to serious 
injury of respondent

Yes
CODE 14

No
CODE 80
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VANDALISM: NOTES FOR GUIDANCE 

 
8A) For an incident of vandalism or fire raising to have occurred, damage must have been done maliciously.  

Damage should be coded as accidental (code 87) in the following circumstances: 
 
 - the respondent says it was accidental (but if they say it was deliberate, then treat it as such) 
 - the damage is just dents in the side of a car which could have caused by another car (although a   dent or 

scratch on the roof of a car is almost certainly malicious and a scratch ‘made with a coin’    down the side 
of a car is obviously malicious). A broken windscreen or window with no               evidence of intention to 
steal the car or from the car should count as vehicle damage (82). 

 - the respondent just found the brake lights, headlight or wing mirror smashed (unless there is         
evidence that it was deliberate (wing mirror by pavement or both wing mirrors are smashed) 

 - the damage is to the home and probably unintentional (e.g. cigarette burns after a party, crushed   hedge 
from someone drunk falling in it) 

 
8B) Any member of the household can be the main victim of damage to motor vehicles or to the home.  Also, 

note that company cars and hired cars count as belonging to the respondent (as with theft).  But only the 
respondent can be the victim of other acts of vandalism.  Thus damage, for example, to the respondent's 
bicycle would be coded 86 if the damage were done away from the home - but coded 84 if damaged when 
in the respondent's garden.  But if the respondent's son's bike were damaged when away from the home, 
this would be out of scope. 
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SHEET 9:   THREATS 
 
"Threats" are verbal.  Any non-verbal threatening behaviour (following a person closely, menacing gestures) 
counts as intimidation. 
 
The survey only covers threats or intimidation made against the respondent (although not necessarily to 
him/her) and threats against other people made to the respondent.  Threats made both to and against other 
people (no involvement of the respondent) do not count within the survey’s coverage.  Threats made over the 
telephone should be included, but obscene phone calls are out of scope unless threats are made as part of the 
calls. 
 
General abuse should be coded as 93. 
 
All other codes take precedence over the threats codes.  Threats where force was actually used, even if there 
was no injury, should be coded as assaults/sexual offences (code 11-13 or 31-35).  Threats where the offender 
attempted to use force should be coded as attempted assault (code 21).  Any threats that involved the use of a 
weapon should be coded as an attempted assault (code 21).  Remember, however, that threats or force where 
something was stolen or an attempt was made to steal, should usually be coded as robbery/attempted robbery 
rather than threats or assault.   
 
Possible codes 
 
91 Threat to kill/assault made against but not necessarily to respondent 
92 Sexual threat made against but not necessarily to respondent 
93 Other threat or intimidation made against but not necessarily to respondent 
94 Threats against others, made to the respondent 
97 Threats/intimidation falling outside survey's coverage 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
THREATS: NOTES FOR GUIDANCE 
 
9A) The survey can cover threats made to the respondent, but not necessarily against him (e.g. I will kill your 

wife).  This is a code 94 (threats against others, made to respondent).  If the threat is made merely to 
someone else (though, for example, the respondent overheard it), this would be outside the scope of the 
survey and would be coded 97. 

 
9B) Code 93 (other threats or intimidation made against but not necessarily to the respondent) covers a range of 

threats.  It will cover general abuse directed at the respondent, or a threat to damage a car or other property 
owned by the respondent.  (However, if someone threatens damage that could do harm e.g. to burn down 
their house, this should be coded as a threat to kill/assault – code 91). 

 
 Threats made to or against businesses (e.g. threatening to spit on the fruit outside the respondent’s shop) 

are out of scope and should be coded 97 (threats falling outside the survey’s coverage). 

 
    PRIORITIES 

• All other codes take precedence over the threat codes. 
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THREATS

TH1 Enter resp home/outhouse

No Yes

TH2 Forced door or non normal entry

Yes

TH2b Attempt to break in

YesNo

HOUSEBREAKING
No

TH3 Anything stolen/attempt made

YesTHEFT OR 
ROBBERY

No

TH4 Did offender hit respondent

Yes NoASSAULT 

TH5 Try to hit respondent

Yes No

TH6 Anything damaged

Yes NoVANDALISM

TH6a Weapon used

No Yes CODE 21

TH7 Threat or intimidation

Intimidation

TH8 Aimed at who

Other person
CODE 99

Respondent
CODE 93

TH9 Harm someone?

Threat
Yes

TH9aWho said would harm

Respondent Someone
else

TH11
What threat

Sex
attack

CODE 92

Kill,
assault

CODE 91

Other
CODE 93

TH10
Was threat

made to resp

Yes
CODE 94

No

CODE 99

No (Property/other/general)

TH12
Was threat

directed at resp

Yes
CODE 93

No
CODE 99

TH2a Intent to steal

Yes
No

 



   
 

Appendix F – Additional Variables on data files 



   
 

Non – Vi ct i m Fi l e 
 
 
ser i al    Ser i al  number  
 
vi cf l ag  Vi ct i m Fl ag 1 -  Whet her  r espondent  compl et ed any vi ct i m f or ms 
     
 
           Val ue    Label  
 
            1. 00    Yes 
            2. 00    No 
 
vi cf l ag2    Vi ct i m Fl ag 2 -  Whet her  r espondent  has any val i d vi ct i m f or ms ( i . e.  

      i nci dent  t ook pl ace i n Scot l and wi t hi n r ef er ence per i od)  
     
            1. 00    Yes 
            2. 00    No 
 
nssec   Nat i onal  St at i st i cs Soci o- economi c Cl assi f i cat i on 
     
            1. 00    Empl oyer s i n l ar ge or gani sat i ons 
            2. 00    Hi gher  manager i al  occupat i ons 
            3. 10    Hi gher  pr of essi onal  occupat i ons:  Tr adi t i onal  empl oyees 
            3. 20    Hi gher  pr of essi onal  occupat i ons:  New empl oyees 
            3. 30    Hi gher  pr of essi onal  occupat i ons:  Tr adi t i onal  sel f - empl oyed 
            3. 40    Hi gher  pr of essi onal  occupat i ons:  New sel f - empl oyed 
            4. 10    Lower  pr of essi onal  and t echni cal :  Tr adi t i onal  empl oyees 
            4. 20    Lower  pr of essi onal  and t echni cal :  New empl oyees 
            4. 30    Lower  pr of essi onal  and t echni cal :  Tr adi t i onal  sel f - empl oyed 
            4. 40    Lower  pr of essi onal  and t echni cal :  New- sel f  empl oyed 
            5. 00    Lower  manager i al  occupat i ons 
            6. 00    Hi gher  super vi sor y occupat i ons 
            7. 10    I nt er medi at e cl er i cal  and admi ni st r at i ve 
            7. 20    I nt er medi at e sal es and ser vi ce 
            7. 30    I nt er medi at e t echni cal  and auxi l i ar y 
            7. 40    I nt er medi at e engi neer i ng 
            8. 10    Empl oyer s i n smal l  or gani sat i ons ( non- pr of essi onal )  
            8. 20    Empl oyer s i n smal l  or gani sat i ons ( agr i cul t ur e)  
            9. 10    Own account  wor ker s ( non- pr of essi onal )  
            9. 20    Own account  wor ker s ( agr i cul t ur e)  
           10. 00    Lower  super vi sor y occupat i ons 
           11. 10    Lower  t echni cal  cr af t  
           11. 20    Lower  t echni cal  pr ocess oper at i ve 
           12. 10    Semi - r out i ne sal es 
           12. 20    Semi - r out i ne ser vi ce 
           12. 30    Semi - r out i ne t echni cal  
           12. 40    Semi - r out i ne oper at i ve 
           12. 50    Semi - r out i ne agr i cul t ur al  
           12. 60    Semi - r out i ne cl er i cal  
           12. 70    Semi - r out i ne chi l dcar e 
           13. 10    Rout i ne sal es and ser vi ce 
           13. 20    Rout i ne pr oduct i on 
           13. 30    Rout i ne t echni cal  
           13. 40    Rout i ne oper at i ve 
           13. 50    Rout i ne agr i cul t ur al  
           14. 10    Never  wor ked 
           14. 20    Long- t er m unempl oyed 
           15. 00    Ful l - t i me st udent s 
           16. 00    Occupat i on not  st at ed/ i nadequat el y descr i bed 
           17. 00    Not  cl assed f or  ot her  r easons 
 



   
 

nsseca   Nat i onal  St ast i cs Soci o- economi c Cl assi f i cat i on ( Anal yt i cal  Ver si on)  
 
            1. 00    Lar ge empl oyer  and hi gher  manager i al  occupat i ons 
            2. 00    Hi gher  pr of essi onal  occupat i ons 
            3. 00    Lower  pr of essi onal  and hi gher  t echni cal  occupat i ons 
            4. 00     I nt er medi at e occupat i ons 
            5. 00    Smal l  empl oyer s and own account  wor ker s 
            6. 00    Lower  super vi sor y and t echni cal  occupat i ons 
            7. 00    Semi - r out i ne oper at i ons 
            8. 00    Rout i ne occupat i ons 
            9. 00    Never  wor ked 
           10. 00    Not  cl assi f i ed 
 
soc2000  St andar d Occupat i onal  Cl assi f i cat i on 2000 
 
ar ea   Ar ea code  
 
i nt day   Day of  week of  i nt er vi ew 
     
            1. 00    Monday 
            2. 00    Tuesday 
            3. 00    Wednesday 
            4. 00    Thur sday 
            5. 00    Fr i day 
            6. 00    Sat ur day 
            7. 00    Sunday 
 
 
i nt t i m  St ar t  t i me of  i nt er vi ew -  hour  
     
i nt dat e  Dat e of  i nt er vi ew -  day 
     
i nt mon   Dat e of  i nt er vi ew -  mont h 
     
i nt year   Dat e of  i nt er vi ew -  year  
     
mont hi d  Mont h of  i nt er vi ew 
     
sendout   Sampl e bat ch number  
     
PFA   PFA 
     
            1. 00    Cent r al  Scot l and 
            2. 00    Dumf r i es and Gal l oway 
            3. 00    Fi f e 
            4. 00    Gr ampi an 
            5. 00    Lot hi an & Bor der s 
            6. 00    Nor t her n Const abul ar y 
            7. 00    St r at hcl yde 
            8. 00    Taysi de 
            9. 00    Not  st at ed 
 
scacor ng  Scot t i sh ACORN Gr oup 
     
            1. 00    A:  Af f l uent  Fami l i es 
            2. 00    B:  Ol der  Pr osper i t y 
            3. 00    C:  Set t l ed Fami l i es 
            4. 00    D:  Rur al  Ar eas 
            5. 00    E:  Ci t y Li f est yl e 
            6. 00    F:  Young Wor ker s 
            7. 00    G:  Tr adi t i onal l y Comf or t abl e 
            8. 00    H:  Devel opi ng Fami l i es 
            9. 00    I :  Poor  Pensi oner s 
           10. 00    J:  St r uggl i ng Si ngl es 
           43. 00    U:  Uncl assi f i ed 



   
 

 
Scacor nt  Scot t i sh ACORN Type 
     
            1. 00    A1:  Weal t hy Fami l i es,  Lar gest  Houses 
            2. 00    A2:  Af f l uent  Fami l i es wi t h Chi l dr en 
            3. 00    A3:  Wor ki ng Fami l i es wi t h Mor t gages 
            4. 00    B4:  Weal t hy Owner s,  Lar ge Semi s 
            5. 00    B5:  Wel l - Of f  Pr of essi onal s,  Lar ge Houses & Conver t ed Fl at s 
            6. 00    B6:  Wel l  Of f  Ol der  Pr of essi onal s 
            7. 00    B7:  Weal t hy Ol der  Coupl es,  Vi l l ages 
            8. 00    B8:  Comf or t abl e Ol der  Coupl es,  Vi l l ages 
            9. 00    C9:  Young Fami l i es wi t h Mor t gages 
           10. 00    C10:  Wel l - of f  Ter r aces 
           11. 00    C11:  Mi ddl e Management  Semi s 
           12. 00    D12:  Lar ge Fami l i es and Houses i n Rur al  Ar eas 
           13. 00    D13:  Ol der  Coupl es i n Lar ge Houses,  Remot e Ar eas 
           14. 00    E14:  Young Pr of essi onal s Owni ng or  Rent i ng Conver t ed Fl at s 
           15. 00    E15:  El der l y & Si ngl es i n Pr i vat e Fl at s 
           16. 00    E16:  Pr of essi onal s & St udent s,  Fl at s & Tenement s 
           17. 00    E17:  St udent  & Young Wor ker s Shar i ng Tenement s 
           18. 00    E18:  Smal l  Fl at s,  Young Si ngl es & Shar er s 
           19. 00    F19:  Younger  Fami l i es & Coupl es,  Some Fl at s 
           20. 00    F20:  Young Wor ki ng Si ngl es & Coupl es i n Fl at s 
           21. 00    F21:  Young Peopl e i n Tenement s 
           22. 00    G22:  Ol der  Owner s,  Ter r aced Housi ng 
           23. 00    G23:  Ret i r ed Coupl es,  Semi - det ached housi ng 
           24. 00    G24:  Ret i r ed Coupl es & Si ngl es,  Mi xed Housi ng 
           25. 00    G25:  Ol der  Fami l i es,  Tr adi t i onal  Occupat i ons 
           26. 00    G26:  Si ngl es & Ret i r ed i n Low Ri se Est at es 
           27. 00    G27:  Wor ki ng Fami l i es,  Owni ng Ter r aced Houses 
           28. 00    G28:  Fami l i es i n Tr adi t i onal  Ter r aces 
           29. 00    H29:  Young Fami l i es i n Smal l  Counci l  Fl at s 
           30. 00    H30:  Lar ge Fami l i es,  Some Unempl oyment  
           31. 00    H31:  Young Fami l i es,  Mi xed Dwel l i ngs,  Some Si ngl e Par ent s 
           32. 00    H32:  Lar ge Fami l i es,  Counci l  Ter r aces.  Some Si ngl e Par ent s 
           33. 00    H33:  Fami l i es wi t h Ol der  Chi l dr en,  Ter r aces 
           34. 00    H34:  Ol der  Lar ger  Fami l i es 
           35. 00    I 35:  Ol der  Peopl e,  Rent ed Ter r aces 
           36. 00    I 36:  Ret i r ed Peopl e,  Counci l  Ter r aces 
           37. 00    I 37:  Si ngl e Pensi oner s,  Heal t h Pr obl ems,  Fl at s 
           38. 00    I 38:  Ol d Si ngl es,  Counci l  Fl at s Of t en Hi gh Ri se 
           39. 00    J39:  Ol d & Young Si ngl es,  Smal l  Fl at s 
           40. 00    J40:  Many Si ngl e Peopl e,  Hi gh Unempl oyment ,  Hi gh Ri se Fl at s 
           41. 00    J41:  Si ngl es,  Unempl oyment ,  Low Ri se Fl at s 
           42. 00    J42:  Si ngl e Par ent s i n Counci l  Fl at s 
           43. 00    J43:  Most  Si ngl e Par ent s,  Har dshi p 
           44. 00    Unassi gned 
 
ukacor nc   UK Acor n Cat egor y 
     
            1. 00    Weal t hy Achi ever s 
            2. 00    Ur ban Pr osper i t y 
            3. 00    Comf or t abl y Of f  
            4. 00    Moder at e Means 
            5. 00    Har d Pr essed 
            6. 00    Unassi gned 
 



   
 

ukacor ng  UK Acor n Gr oup 
 
            1. 00    Weal t hy Execut i ves 
            2. 00    Af f l uent  Gr eys 
            3. 00    Fl our i shi ng Fami l i es 
            4. 00    Pr osper ous Pr of essi onal s 
            5. 00    Educat ed Ur bani t es 
            6. 00    Aspi r i ng Si ngl es 
            7. 00    St ar t i ng Out  
            8. 00    Secur e Fami l i es 
            9. 00    Set t l ed Subur bi a 
           10. 00    Pr udent  Pensi oner s 
           11. 00    Asi an Communi t i es 
           12. 00    Post  I ndust r i al  Fami l i es 
           13. 00    Bl ue Col l ar  Root s 
           14. 00    St r uggl i ng Fami l i es 
           15. 00    Bur dened Si ngl es 
           16. 00    Hi gh Ri se Har dshi p 
           17. 00    I nner  Ci t y Adver si t y 
           18. 00    Unassi gned 
 
ukacor nt   UK ACORN Type 
     
            1. 00    01:  Af f l uent  mat ur e pr of essi onal s,  l ar ge houses 
            2. 00    02:  Af f l uent  wor ki ng f ami l i es wi t h mor t gages 
            3. 00    03:  Vi l l ages wi t h weal t hy commut er s 
            4. 00    04:  Wel l - of f  manager s,  l ar ger  houses 
            5. 00    05:  Ol der  af f l uent  pr of essi onal s 
            6. 00    06:  Far mi ng communi t i es 
            7. 00    07:  Ol d peopl e,  det ached houses 
            8. 00    08:  Mat ur e coupl es,  smal l er  det ached houses 
            9. 00    09:  Lar ger  f ami l i es,  pr osper ous subur bs 
           10. 00    10:  Wel l - of f  wor ki ng f ami l i es wi t h mor t gages 
           11. 00    11:  Wel l - of f  manager s,  det ached houses 
           12. 00    12:  Lar ge f ami l i es and houses i n r ur al  ar eas 
           13. 00    13:  Wel l - of f  pr of essi onal s,  l ar ger  houses & conver t ed f l at s 
           14. 00    14:  Ol der  pr of essi onal s i n det ached houses and apar t ment s 
           15. 00    15:  Af f l uent  ur ban pr of essi onal s,  f l at s 
           16. 00    16:  Pr osper ous young pr of essi onal s,  f l at s 
           17. 00    17:  Young educat ed wor ker s,  f l at s 
           18. 00    18:  Mul t i - et hni c young,  conver t ed f l at s 
           19. 00    19:  subur ban pr i vat el y r ent i ng pr of essi onal s 
           20. 00    20:  St udent  f l at s and cosmopol i t an shar er s 
           21. 00    21:  Si ngl es and shar er s:  mul t i - et hni c ar eas 
           22. 00    22:  Low i ncome si ngl es,  smal l  r ent ed f l at s 
           23. 00    23:  St udent  Ter r aces 
           24. 00    24:  Young coupl es,  f l at s and t er r aces 
           25. 00    25:  Whi t e col l ar  si ngl es /  shar er s,  t er r aces 
           26. 00    26:  Younger  whi t e col l ar  coupl es wi t h mor t gages 
           27. 00    27:  Mi ddl e i ncome,  home owni ng ar eas 
           28. 00    28:  Wor ki ng f ami l i es wi t h mor t gages 
           29. 00    29:  Mat ur e f ami l i es i n subur ban ar eas 
           30. 00    30:  Est abl i shed home owni ng wor ker s 
           31. 00    31:  Home owni ng Asi an f ami l y owner s 
           32. 00    32:  Ret i r ed home owner s 
           33. 00    33:  Mi ddl e i ncome,  ol der  coupl es 
           34. 00    34:  Lower  i ncome peopl e,  semi s 
           35. 00    35:  El der l y si ngl es,  pur pose bui l t  f l at s 
           36. 00    36:  Ol der  peopl e,  f l at s 
           37. 00    37:  Cr owded Asi an t er r aces 
           38. 00    38:  Low i ncome Asi an f ami l i es 
           39. 00    39:  Ski l l ed ol der  f ami l y t er r aces 
           40. 00    40:  Young f ami l y wor ker s 
           41. 00    41:  Ski l l ed wor ker s,  semi s and t er r aces 
           42. 00    42:  Home owni ng,  t er r aces 



   
 

           43. 00    43:  Ol der  r ent ed t er r aces 
           44. 00    44:  Low i ncome l ar ger  f ami l i es,  semi s 
           45. 00    45:  Ol der  peopl e,  l ow i ncome,  smal l  semi s 
           46. 00    46:  Low i ncome,  r out i ne j obs,  unempl oyment  
           47. 00    47:  Low r i se t er r aced est at es of  poor l y- of f  wor ker s 
           48. 00    48:  Low i ncomes,  hi gh unempl oyment ,  s i ngl e par ent s 
           49. 00    49:  Lar ge f ami l i es,  many chi l dr en,  poor l y educat ed 
           50. 00    50:  Counci l  f l at s,  s i ngl e el der l y peopl e 
           51. 00    51:  Counci l  t er r aces,  unempl oyment ,  many si ngl es 
           52. 00    52:  Counci l  f l at s,  s i ngl e par ent s,  unempl oyment  
           53. 00    53:  Ol d peopl e i n hi gh r i se f l at s 
           54. 00    54:  Si ngl es and si ngl e par ent s,  hi gh r i se est at es 
           55. 00    55:  Mul t i - et hni c pur pose bui l t  est at es 
           56. 00    56:  Mul t i - et hni c,  cr owded f l at s 
           57. 00    Unassi gned 
 
ur br ur   Ur ban /  Rur al  c l assi f i cat i on ( 8- f ol d)  
     
            1. 00    Lar ge Ur ban Ar ea 
            2. 00    Ot her  Ur ban Ar ea 
            3. 00    Accessi bl e Smal l  Town 
            4. 00    Remot e Smal l  Town 
            5. 00    Ver y Remot e Smal l  Town 
            6. 00    Accessi bl e Rur al  
            7. 00    Remot e Rur al  
            8. 00    Ver y Remot e Rur al  
 
mosai cgr   Scot t i sh MOSAI C Gr oup 
     
            1. 00    A:  Upper  Echel ons 
            2. 00    B:  Fami l i es on t he Move 
            3. 00    C:  Smal l  Town Pr opr i et y 
            4. 00    D:  Count r y Li f est yl es 
            5. 00    E:  Ur ban Sophi st i cat es 
            6. 00    F:  Town Cent r e Si ngl es 
            7. 00    G:  Rent er s Now Owni ng 
            8. 00    H:  Low I ncome Fami l i es 
            9. 00    I :  St at e Benef i c i ar i es 
           10. 00    J:  Shades of  Gr ey 
           99. 00    Unassi gned 
 
mosai ct y   Scot t i sh MOSAI C Type 
     
            1. 00    A1:  Capt ai ns of  I ndust r y 
            2. 00    A2:  Weal t h of  Exper i ence 
            3. 00    A3:  New I nf l uent i al s 
            4. 00    B4:  Successf ul  Manager s 
            5. 00    B5:  Whi t e Col l ar  Owner s 
            6. 00    B6:  Emer gi ng Hi gh St at us 
            7. 00    B7:  New Subur bani t es 
            8. 00    B8:  Set t l i ng I n 
            9. 00    B9:  Mi l i t ar y Mi ght  
           10. 00    C10:  Songs of  Pr ai se 
           11. 00    C11:  Agei ng i n Subur bi a 
           12. 00    C12:  Bl ue Col l ar  Owner s 
           13. 00    D13:  Towns i n Mi ni at ur e 
           14. 00    D14:  Rur al  Pl aygr ounds 
           15. 00    D15:  Agr ar i an Hear t l ands 
           16. 00    D16:  I sol at ed Far mst eads 
           17. 00    D17:  Sceni c Wonder l and 
           18. 00    D18:  Far  Away I sl ander s 
           19. 00    E19:  Pr est i ge Tenement s 
           20. 00    E20:  St udi o Si ngl es 
           21. 00    E21:  Rucksack and Bi cycl e 
           22. 00    E22:  Col l ege and Campus 



   
 

           23. 00    E23:  I nner  Ci t y Tr ansi ence 
           24. 00    E24:  Cosmopol i t an Chi c 
           25. 00    F25:  Tenement  Li f est yl es 
           26. 00    F26:  Downt own Fl at l et s 
           27. 00    F27:  30 Somet hi ng Si ngl es 
           28. 00    F28:  Smal l  Town Pr i de 
           29. 00    F29:  Di gni f i ed Seni or s 
           30. 00    G30:  Sought  Af t er  Scheme 
           31. 00    G31:  Rust bel t  Renai ssance 
           32. 00    G32:  Pl anner s Par adi se 
           33. 00    H33:  Smokest ack Sur vi vor s 
           34. 00    H34:  Qual i t y Ci t y Schemes 
           35. 00    H35:  Lat he and Loom 
           36. 00    H36:  I ndebt ed Fami l i es 
           37. 00    I 37:  Pocket s of  Pover t y 
           38. 00    I 38:  Mi d Ri se Br eadl i ne 
           39. 00    I 39:  Room and Ki t chen 
           40. 00    I 40:  Fami l i es i n t he Sky 
           41. 00    J41:  El der s 4- i n- a- bl ock 
           42. 00    J42:  Gr eys i n Smal l  Fl at s 
           43. 00    J43:  Skyl i ne Seni or s 
           44. 00    J44:  Twi l i ght  I nf i r mi t y 
           99. 00    Unassi gned 
 
si md_sco  Scot t i sh I ndex of  Mul t i pl e Depr i vat i on Scor e 
     
si md_r an  Scot t i sh I ndex of  Mul t i pl e Depr i vat i on Rank 
     
ci ds    Cur r ent  I ncome domai n scor e 
 
nci ds   Number  of  Cur r ent  I ncome Depr i ved 
     
ci dr    Cur r ent  I ncome domai n r ank 
     
eds    Empl oyment  domai n scor e 
     
neds    Number  of  Empl oyment  Depr i ved 
     
edr    Empl oyment  domai n r ank 
 
hds    Heal t h domai n scor e 
     
hdr    Heal t h domai n r ank 
 
est ds   Educat i on,  Ski l l s and Tr ai ni ng domai n scor e 
 
est dr   Educat i on,  Ski l l s and Tr ai ni ng domai n r ank 
     
hods    Housi ng domai n scor e 
     
hodr    Housi ng domai n r ank 
     
gat ds   Geogr aphi c Access and Tel ecommuni cat i ons domai n scor e 
     
gat dr   Geogr aphi c Access and Tel ecommuni cat i ons domai n r ank 
     
si p   Soci al  I ncl usi on Par t ner shi p 
 
            1. 00    Ar gyl l  and But e -  Oban 
            2. 00    Ar gyl l  and But e -  Rot hesay 
            3. 00    Bl ant yr e/ Nor t h Hami l t on 
            4. 00    Cambusl ang 
            5. 00    Dr umchapel  
            6. 00    Dundee Ci t y SI P 2 
            7. 00    Dundee Ci t y SI P1 



   
 

            8. 00    East  Ayr shi r e Coal f i el d Ar ea 
            9. 00    East  Renf r ewshi r e 
           10. 00    Edi nbur gh St r at egi c Pr ogr amme 
           11. 00    Fal ki r k -  Banknock 
           12. 00    Fal ki r k -  Camel on 
           13. 00    Fal ki r k -  Car r onshor e 
           14. 00    Fal ki r k -  Denny 
           15. 00    Fal ki r k -  Langl ees/  Bai nsf or d 
           16. 00    Fal ki r k -  Maddi st on 
           17. 00    Fi f e -  Abbeyvi ew 
           18. 00    Fi f e -  Benar t y 
           19. 00    Fi f e -  Buckhaven 
           20. 00    Fi f e -  Si ncl ai r t own 
           21. 00    Fi f e -  Templ ehal l  
           22. 00    Gl asgow East  End 
           23. 00    Gl asgow Nor t h 
           24. 00    Gl asgow Smal l  Ar eas 
           25. 00    Gr eat  Nor t her n Par t ner shi p 
           26. 00    Gr eat er  East er house 
           27. 00    Gr eat er  Govan 
           28. 00    Gr eat er  Pol l ok 
           29. 00    I nver cl yde -  Gi bshi l l  
           30. 00    I nver cl yde -  Gr eenock Cent r al  
           31. 00    I nver cl yde -  Kel bur n/ Woodhal l / Br oadf i el d 
           32. 00    I nver cl yde -  Lar kf i el d/ Br ancht on 
           33. 00    I nver cl yde -  Par k Far m 
           34. 00    I nver cl yde -  Peat  Road 
           35. 00    I nver cl yde -  St r one/ Mauki nhi l l / Br i dgend 
           36. 00    Mi l t on 
           37. 00    Mot her wel l  Nor t h SI P 
           38. 00    Nor t h Ayr shi r e -  I r v i ne 1 
           39. 00    Nor t h Ayr shi r e -  I r v i ne 2 
           40. 00    Nor t h Ayr shi r e -  Ki l bi r ni e 1 
           41. 00    Nor t h Ayr shi r e -  Ki l wi nni ng 1 
           42. 00    Nor t h Ayr shi r e -  Sal t coat s Nor t h 
           43. 00    Nor t h Ayr shi r e -  Sal t coat s St h/ St vnst  
           44. 00    Nor t h Edi nbur gh 
           45. 00    Nor t h Lanar kshi r e SI P 
           46. 00    Pai sl ey Par t ner shi p 
           47. 00    Sout h Edi nbur gh 
           48. 00    Spr i ngbur n East  Bal or nock 
           49. 00    St i r l i ng 
           50. 00    West  Dunbar t onshi r e -  Br ucehi l l  
           51. 00    West  Dunbar t onshi r e -  Dr umr y 
           52. 00    West  Dunbar t onshi r e -  Hal dane 
           53. 00    West  Dunbar t onshi r e -  New Bonhi l l  
           54. 00    West  Dunbar t onshi r e -  Radnor  Par k 
           55. 00    West er  Hai l es 
 
subsi p  Sub Soci al  I ncl usi on Par t ner shi p 
 
            1. 00    Abbeyvi ew 
            2. 00    Banknock Regener at i on Ar ea 
            3. 00    Benar t y 
            4. 00    Bl ant yr e & Nor t h Hami l t on 
            5. 00    br oom 
            6. 00    Br ucehi l l  
            7. 00    Buckhaven 
            8. 00    Cambusl ang 
            9. 00    Camel on Regener at i on Ar ea 
           10. 00    Car r onshor e Regener at i on Ar ea 
           11. 00    CART CORRI DOR 
           12. 00    Denny Regener at i on Ar ea 
           13. 00    Dr umchapel  
           14. 00    Dr umr y 



   
 

           15. 00    Dumbar t on Road Cor r i dor  
           16. 00    Dundee Ci t y SI P 2 
           17. 00    Dundee Ci t y SI P1 
           18. 00    East  Ayr shi r e 
           19. 00    FOXBAR 
           20. 00    Gi bshi l l  
           21. 00    Gl asgow East  End 
           22. 00    Gl asgow Nor t h 
           23. 00    Gr eat  Nor t her n Par t ner shi p 
           24. 00    Gr eat er  East er house 
           25. 00    Gr eat er  Govan 
           26. 00    Gr eat er  Pol l ok 
           27. 00    Gr eenock Cent r al  
           28. 00    Hal dane 
           29. 00    I r v i ne 1 
           30. 00    I r v i ne 2 
           31. 00    Kel bur n/ Woodhal l / Br oadf i el d 
           32. 00    Ki l bi r ni e 1 
           33. 00    Ki l wi nni ng 1 
           34. 00    Langl ees/  Bai nsf or d Regener at i on Ar ea 
           35. 00    Lar kf i el d/ Br ancht on 
           36. 00    l ei t h 
           37. 00    Maddi st on Regener at i on Ar ea 
           38. 00    Mi l t on 
           39. 00    MOORPARK 
           40. 00    Mot her wel l  Nor t h SI P 
           41. 00    New Bonhi l l  
           42. 00    Nor t h Edi nbur gh 
           43. 00    Nor t h Lanar kshi r e SI P 
           44. 00    Oban 
           45. 00    Oxgangs 
           46. 00    Par k Far m 
           47. 00    Peat  Road 
           48. 00    Pr est on 
           49. 00    Radnor  Par k 
           50. 00    Rest al  
           51. 00    Rot hesay 
           52. 00    Sal t coat s Nor t h 
           53. 00    Sal t coat s St h/ St vnst  
           54. 00    Si ncl ai r t own 
           55. 00    Sout h Edi nbur gh 
           56. 00    Spr i ngbur n East  Bal or nock 
           57. 00    St i r l i ng 
           58. 00    St r one/ Mauki nhi l l / Br i dgend 
           59. 00    Templ ehal l  
           60. 00    THRUSHCRAI GS 
           61. 00    Tor ygl en 
 
nof f 1s   Number  of  mot or  vehi cl e vandal i sm i nci dent s 
 
nof f 2s   Number  of  pr oper t y vandal i sm i nci dent s 
 
nof f 3s   Number  of  t hef t  f r om mot or  vehi cl e i nci dent s 
 
nof f 4s   Number  of  at t empt ed t hef t  of / f r om mot or  vehi cl e i nci dent s 
     
nof f 5s   Number  of  t hef t  of  mot or  vehi cl e i nci dent s 
 
nof f 6s   Number  of  bi ke t hef t  i nci dent s 
     
nof f 7s   Number  of  housebr eaki ng i nci dent s 
     
nof f 8s   Number  of  ot her  househol d t hef t  i nci dent s 
 
nof f 9s   Number  of  pet t y assaul t  i nci dent s 



   
 

 
nof f 10s   Number  of  ser i ous assaul t  i nci dent s 
     
nof f 11s   Number  of  sexual  assaul t  i nci dent s 
     
 
nof f 12s   Number  of  t hef t  f r om t he per son i nci dent s 
 
nof f 13s   Number  of  r obber y i nci dent s 
     
nof f 14s   Number  of  ot her  per sonal  t hef t  i nci dent s 
     
nof f 15s   Number  of  t hr eat  i nci dent s 
 
nof f 16s   Number  of  ot her  cr i mes 
 
nof f 17s   Number  of  non- cl assi f i abl e/ out wi t h scope i nci dent s 
 
nof f 18s   Number  of  pr oper t y /  mv vandal i sm i nci dent s 
     
nof f 19s   Number  of  ser i ous assaul t  and f i r e r ai si ng i nci dent s 
     
nof f 20s   Number  of  ser i ous assaul t  and housebr eaki ng i nci dent s 
     
nof f 21s   Number  of  r ape and housebr eaki ng i nci dent s 
     
nof f 22s   Number  of  ser i ous assaul t  wi t h sexual  mot i ve and housebr eaki ng i nci dent s 
     
hbof f 1  Number  of  housebr eaki ng i nci dent s wi t h somet hi ng t aken 
 
hbof f 2  Number  of  housebr eaki ng i nci dent s wi t h not hi ng t aken 
 
nof f 1p  Any mot or  vehi cl e vandal i sm i nci dent s 
 
             . 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
nof f 2p  Any pr oper t y vandal i sm i nci dent s 
     
            . 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
nof f 3p  Any t hef t  f r om mot or  vehi cl e i nci dent s 
     
             . 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
nof f 4p  Any at t empt ed t hef t  of / f r om mot or  vehi cl e i nci dent s 
     
             . 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
nof f 5p  Any t hef t  of  mot or  vehi cl e i nci dent s 
     
             . 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
nof f 6p  Any bi ke t hef t  i nci dent s 
 
             . 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
nof f 7p  Any housebr eaki ng i nci dent s 
     
             . 00    No 



   
 

            1. 00    Yes 
 



   
 

nof f 8p  Any ot her  househol d t hef t  i nci dent s 
 
             . 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
nof f 9p  Any pet t y assaul t  i nci dent s 
 
             . 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
nof f 10p  Any ser i ous assaul t  i nci dent s 
     
             . 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
nof f 11p  Any sexual  assaul t  i nci dent s 
 
             . 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
nof f 12p  Any t hef t  f r om t he per son i nci dent s 
 
             . 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
nof f 13p  Any r obber y i nci dent s 
     
             . 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
nof f 14p  Any ot her  per sonal  t hef t  i nci dent s 
 
             . 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
nof f 15p  Any t hr eat  i nci dent s 
 
             . 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
nof f 16p  Any ot her  cr i mes 
 
             . 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
nof f 17p  Any non- cl assi f i abl e/ out wi t h scope i nci dent s 
 
             . 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
nof f 18p  Any pr oper t y /  mv vandal i sm i nci dent s 
 
             . 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
nof f 19p  Any ser i ous assaul t  and f i r e r ai si ng i nci dent s 
 
             . 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
nof f 20p  Any ser i ous assaul t  and housebr eaki ng i nci dent s 
 
             . 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 



   
 

 
 
nof f 21p  Any r ape and housebr eaki ng i nci dent s 
 
             . 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
nof f 22p  Any ser i ous assaul t  wi t h sexual  mot i ve and housebr eaki ng i nci dent s 
 
             . 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
hbof f 1p  Any housebr eaki ng i nci dent s wi t h somet hi ng t aken 
 
             . 00    no 
            1. 00    yes 
 
hbof f 2p  Any housebr eaki ng i nci dent s wi t h not hi ng t aken 
 
             . 00    no 
            1. 00    yes 
 
acqui s   Al l  aqui si t i ve cr i me ( i nci dence)  
 
acqui sp  Al l  aqui si t i ve cr i me ( pr eval ence)  

 
. 00    No 

            1. 00    Yes 
 
 
vi ol ence  Al l  v i ol ent  cr i me ( i nci dence)  
 
vi ol encep   Al l  v i ol ent  cr i me ( pr eval ence)  
 

. 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
vandal i sm   Al l  vandal i sm ( i nci dence)  
     
vandal i smp  Al l  vandal i sm ( pr eval ence)  
 

. 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
vehi cl e  Al l  vehi cl e t hef t  ( i nci dence)  
 
vehi cl ep  Al l  vehi cl e t hef t s ( pr eval ence)  
 

. 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
assaul t   Al l  assaul t  ( i nci dence)  
     
assaul t p  Al l  assaul t  ( pr eval ence)  
 

. 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
al l hh  Al l  househol d cr i me ( i nci dence)  
 
al l hhp  Al l  househol d cr i mes ( pr eval ence)  
 

. 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 



   
 

 
 
al l per s   Al l  per sonal  cr i mes ( i nci dence)  
 
al l per sp  Al l  per sonal  cr i mes ( pr eval ence)  
 

. 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
Al l comp  Al l  compar abl e cr i me ( i nci dence)  
 
Al l compp  Al l  compar abl e cr i mes ( pr eval ence)  
 

. 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
al l cr i me  Al l  sur vey cr i me ( i nci dence)  
 
al l cr i mep  Al l  sur vey cr i me ( pr eval ence)  
 

. 00    No 
            1. 00    Yes 
 
Hhdwt        Scal ed Househol d Wei ght  ( Househol d si ze,  number  of  dwel l i ng uni t s,  
         ACORN,  PFA)  
 
I ndwt        Scal ed I ndi vi dual  Wei ght  ( Number  of  el i gi bl e adul t s,  number  of  dwel l i ng 

      uni t s,  age/ sex/ ACORN/ PFA)  
 
pr at e_wt   Per sonal  cr i me vi ct i mi sat i on r at e wei ght i ng f act or  
 
hr at e_wt  Househol d cr i me vi ct i mi sat i on r at e wei ght i ng f act or  
 
 
bi ke_wt   Bi ke owner s vi ct i mi sat i on r at e wei ght i ng f act or  
 
veh_wt   Vehi cl e owner s vi ct i mi sat i on r at e wei ght i ng f act or  
 
ghh_wt   Gr ossi ng up wei ght  t o gi ve popul at i on househol d t ot al s 
 
gpop_wt  Gr ossi ng up wei ght  t o gi ve popul at i on ( i ndi vi dual s 16+)  t ot al s 
 
 
Vi ct i m Fi l e 
 
ser i al  Respondent  ser i al  number  
 
vser i al   Vi ct i m f or m ser i al  number  
 
vi cno  Vi ct i m f or m number  
 
val i d  Whet her  of f ence i s val i d ( t ook pl ace wi t hi n Scot l and and wi t hi n r ef er ence 
         per i od)  
 
            1. 00    Val i d 
            2. 00    Not  val i d 
 
vof f ence  Of f ence code ( assi gned by coder )  
 
            1. 00    REFER TO SCOTTI SH EXECUTI VE 
            2. 00    DUPLI CATE VI CTI M FORM 
            3. 00    REFER TO SUPERVI SOR 
           11. 00    SERI OUS ASSAULT 
           12. 00    MI NOR ASSAULT 
           14. 00    SERI OUS ASSAULT AND FI RE RAI SI NG 



   
 

           15. 00    SERI OUS ASSAULT AND HOUSEBREAKI NG 
           19. 00    ASSAULT FALLI NG OUTSI DE SURVEY' S COVERAGE 
 
 
           21. 00    ATTEMPTED ASSAULT 
           31. 00    RAPE 
           32. 00    SERI OUS ASSAULT WI TH SEXUAL MOTI VE 
           33. 00    ASSAULT WI TH SEXUAL MOTI VE 
           34. 00    ATTEMPTED RAPE 
           35. 00    I NDECENT ASSAULT 
           36. 00    I NDECENT EXPOSURE 
           37. 00    RAPE AND HOUSEBREAKI NG 
           38. 00    SERI OUS ASSAULT WI TH SEXUAL MOTI VE AND HOUSEBREAKI NG 
           39. 00    SEXUAL OFFENCE OUTSI DE THE SURVEY' S COVERAGE 
           41. 00    ROBBERY 
           42. 00    ATTEMPTED ROBBERY 
           43. 00    SNATCH THEFT FROM PERSON 
           44. 00    OTHER THEFT FROM PERSON 
           45. 00    ATTEMPTED THEFT FROM PERSON 
           48. 00    POSSI BLY THEFT BUT COULD HAVE BEEN A LOSS/ POSSI BLY ATTEMPTED 
           49. 00    OTHER ROBBERY OR THEFT FROM THE PERSON OUTSI DE THE SURVEY' S 
           50. 00    ATTEMPTED HOUSEBREAKI NG TO A NON- CONNECTED DOMESTI C GARAGE/ O 
           51. 00    HOUSEBREAKI NG I N A DWELLI NG ( NOTHI NG TAKEN)  
           52. 00    HOUSEBREAKI NG I N DWELLI NG ( SOMETHI NG TAKEN)  
           53. 00    ATTEMPTED HOUSEBREAKI NG I N A DWELLI NG 
           54. 00    POSSI BLE ATTEMPTED HOUSEBREAKI NG 
           55. 00    THEFT I N A DWELLI NG 
           56. 00    THEFT FROM A METER 
           57. 00    HOUSEBREAKI NG FROM A NON- CONNECTED DOMESTI C GARAGE/ OUTHOUSE 
           58. 00    HOUSEBREAKI NG FROM NON- CONNECTED DOMESTI C OUTHOUSE ( SOMETHI N 
           59. 00    OTHER HOUSEBREAKI NG,  ATTEMPTED HOUSEBREAKI NG,  THEFT I N A DWE 
           60. 00    THEFT OF CAR/ VAN 
           61. 00    THEFT FROM CAR/ VAN 
           62. 00    THEFT OF MOTORBI KE,  MOTORSCOOTER OR MOPED 
           63. 00    THEFT FROM MOTORBI KE/  MOTORSCOOTER OR MOPED 
           64. 00    THEFT OF PEDAL CYCLE 
           65. 00    THEFT FROM OUTSI DE DWELLI NG ( EXCLUDI NG THEFT OF MI LK BOTTLES 
           66. 00    THEFT OF MI LK BOTTLES FROM OUTSI DE DWELLI NG 
           67. 00    OTHER THEFT 
           68. 00    POSSI BLE THEFT.  POSSI BLE LOST PROPERTY 
           69. 00    OTHER THEFT/ ATTEMPTED THEFT FALLI NG OUTSI DE SURVEY' S COVERAG 
           71. 00    ATTEMPTED THEFT OF/ FROM CAR/ VAN 
           72. 00    ATTEMPTED THEFT OF/ FROM MOTORBI KE,  MOTORSCOOTER OR MOPED 
           73. 00    OTHER ATTEMPTED THEFT 
           79. 00    ATTEMPTED THEFT FALLI NG OUTSI DE THE SURVEY' S COVERAGE 
           80. 00    FI RE RAI SI NG 
           82. 00    VANDALI SM TO A MOTOR VEHI CLE 
           83. 00    VANDALI SM TO THE HOME ( 20 POUNDS OR UNDER)  
           84. 00    VANDALI SM TO THE HOME 
           86. 00    OTHER VANDALI SM 
           87. 00    POSSI BLY CRI MI NAL/ POSSI BLY ACCI DENTAL DAMAGE/ NUI SANCE WI TH N 
           88. 00    ATTEMPTED VANDALI SM ( NO DAMAGE ACTUALLY RECEI VED)  
           89. 00    OTHER VANDALI SM FALLI NG OUTSI DE THE SURVEY' S SCOPE 
           91. 00    THREAT TO KI LL/ ASSAULT MADE AGAI NST BUT NOT NECESSARI LY TO T 
           92. 00    SEXUAL THREAT MADE AGI NST BUT NOT NECESSARI LY TO THE RESPOND 
           93. 00    OTHER THREAT OR I NTI MI DATI ON MADE AGAI NST BUT NOT NECESSARI L 
           94. 00    THREATS AGAI NST OTHERS,  MADE TO THE RESPONDENT 
           96. 00    NO CRI ME 
           97. 00    I NSUFFI CI ENT I NFORMATI ON 
           98. 00    CRI ME OUTSI DE SCOTLAND 
           99. 00    THREATS/ I NTI MI DATI ON FALLI NG OUTSI DE THE SURVEY' S COVERAGE 
 
sof f ence  Of f ence code ( assi gned by super vi sor )  
 
            2. 00    DUPLI CATE VI CTI M FORM 



   
 

           11. 00    SERI OUS ASSAULT 
           12. 00    MI NOR ASSAULT 
           14. 00    SERI OUS ASSAULT AND FI RE RAI SI NG 
           15. 00    SERI OUS ASSAULT AND HOUSEBREAKI NG 
           19. 00    ASSAULT FALLI NG OUTSI DE SURVEY' S COVERAGE 
           21. 00    ATTEMPTED ASSAULT 
           31. 00    RAPE 
           32. 00    SERI OUS ASSAULT WI TH SEXUAL MOTI VE 
           33. 00    ASSAULT WI TH SEXUAL MOTI VE 
           34. 00    ATTEMPTED RAPE 
           35. 00    I NDECENT ASSAULT 
           36. 00    I NDECENT EXPOSURE 
           37. 00    RAPE AND HOUSEBREAKI NG 
           38. 00    SERI OUS ASSAULT WI TH SEXUAL MOTI VE AND HOUSEBREAKI NG 
           39. 00    SEXUAL OFFENCE OUTSI DE THE SURVEY' S COVERAGE 
           41. 00    ROBBERY 
           42. 00    ATTEMPTED ROBBERY 
           43. 00    SNATCH THEFT FROM PERSON 
           44. 00    OTHER THEFT FROM PERSON 
           45. 00    ATTEMPTED THEFT FROM PERSON 
           48. 00    POSSI BLY THEFT BUT COULD HAVE BEEN A LOSS/ POSSI BLY ATTEMPTED 
           49. 00    OTHER ROBBERY OR THEFT FROM THE PERSON OUTSI DE THE SURVEY' S 
           50. 00    ATTEMPTED HOUSEBREAKI NG TO A NON- CONNECTED DOMESTI C GARAGE/ O 
           51. 00    HOUSEBREAKI NG I N A DWELLI NG ( NOTHI NG TAKEN)  
           52. 00    HOUSEBREAKI NG I N DWELLI NG ( SOMETHI NG TAKEN)  
           53. 00    ATTEMPTED HOUSEBREAKI NG I N A DWELLI NG 
           54. 00    POSSI BLE ATTEMPTED HOUSEBREAKI NG 
           55. 00    THEFT I N A DWELLI NG 
           56. 00    THEFT FROM A METER 
           57. 00    HOUSEBREAKI NG FROM A NON- CONNECTED DOMESTI C GARAGE/ OUTHOUSE 
           58. 00    HOUSEBREAKI NG FROM NON- CONNECTED DOMESTI C OUTHOUSE ( SOMETHI N 
           59. 00    OTHER HOUSEBREAKI NG,  ATTEMPTED HOUSEBREAKI NG,  THEFT I N A DWE 
           60. 00    THEFT OF CAR/ VAN 
           61. 00    THEFT FROM CAR/ VAN 
           62. 00    THEFT OF MOTORBI KE,  MOTORSCOOTER OR MOPED 
           63. 00    THEFT FROM MOTORBI KE/  MOTORSCOOTER OR MOPED 
           64. 00    THEFT OF PEDAL CYCLE 
           65. 00    THEFT FROM OUTSI DE DWELLI NG ( EXCLUDI NG THEFT OF MI LK BOTTLES 
           66. 00    THEFT OF MI LK BOTTLES FROM OUTSI DE DWELLI NG 
           67. 00    OTHER THEFT 
           68. 00    POSSI BLE THEFT.  POSSI BLE LOST PROPERTY 
           69. 00    OTHER THEFT/ ATTEMPTED THEFT FALLI NG OUTSI DE SURVEY' S COVERAG 
           71. 00    ATTEMPTED THEFT OF/ FROM CAR/ VAN 
           72. 00    ATTEMPTED THEFT OF/ FROM MOTORBI KE,  MOTORSCOOTER OR MOPED 
           73. 00    OTHER ATTEMPTED THEFT 
           79. 00    ATTEMPTED THEFT FALLI NG OUTSI DE THE SURVEY' S COVERAGE 
           80. 00    FI RE RAI SI NG 
           82. 00    VANDALI SM TO A MOTOR VEHI CLE 
           83. 00    VANDALI SM TO THE HOME ( 20 POUNDS OR UNDER)  
           84. 00    VANDALI SM TO THE HOME 
           86. 00    OTHER VANDALI SM 
           87. 00    POSSI BLY CRI MI NAL/ POSSI BLY ACCI DENTAL DAMAGE/ NUI SANCE WI TH N 
           88. 00    ATTEMPTED VANDALI SM ( NO DAMAGE ACTUALLY RECEI VED)  
           89. 00    OTHER VANDALI SM FALLI NG OUTSI DE THE SURVEY' S SCOPE 
           91. 00    THREAT TO KI LL/ ASSAULT MADE AGAI NST BUT NOT NECESSARI LY TO T 
           92. 00    SEXUAL THREAT MADE AGI NST BUT NOT NECESSARI LY TO THE RESPOND 
           93. 00    OTHER THREAT OR I NTI MI DATI ON MADE AGAI NST BUT NOT NECESSARI L 
           94. 00    THREATS AGAI NST OTHERS,  MADE TO THE RESPONDENT 
           96. 00    NO CRI ME 
           97. 00    I NSUFFI CI ENT I NFORMATI ON 
           98. 00    CRI ME OUTSI DE SCOTLAND 
           99. 00    THREATS/ I NTI MI DATI ON FALLI NG OUTSI DE THE SURVEY' S COVERAGE 
 
f i nl of f c   Of f ence code ( assi gned by Scot t i sh Exec)  
 



   
 

            2. 00    DUPLI CATE VI CTI M FORM 
           11. 00    SERI OUS ASSAULT 
           12. 00    MI NOR ASSAULT 
           14. 00    SERI OUS ASSAULT AND FI RE RAI SI NG 
           15. 00    SERI OUS ASSAULT AND HOUSEBREAKI NG 
           19. 00    ASSAULT FALLI NG OUTSI DE SURVEY' S COVERAGE 
           21. 00    ATTEMPTED ASSAULT 
           31. 00    RAPE 
           32. 00    SERI OUS ASSAULT WI TH SEXUAL MOTI VE 
           33. 00    ASSAULT WI TH SEXUAL MOTI VE 
           34. 00    ATTEMPTED RAPE 
           35. 00    I NDECENT ASSAULT 
           36. 00    I NDECENT EXPOSURE 
           37. 00    RAPE AND HOUSEBREAKI NG 
           38. 00    SERI OUS ASSAULT WI TH SEXUAL MOTI VE AND HOUSEBREAKI NG 
           39. 00    SEXUAL OFFENCE OUTSI DE THE SURVEY' S COVERAGE 
           41. 00    ROBBERY 
           42. 00    ATTEMPTED ROBBERY 
           43. 00    SNATCH THEFT FROM PERSON 
           44. 00    OTHER THEFT FROM PERSON 
           45. 00    ATTEMPTED THEFT FROM PERSON 
           48. 00    POSSI BLY THEFT BUT COULD HAVE BEEN A LOSS/ POSSI BLY ATTEMPTED 
           49. 00    OTHER ROBBERY OR THEFT FROM THE PERSON OUTSI DE THE SURVEY' S 
           50. 00    ATTEMPTED HOUSEBREAKI NG TO A NON- CONNECTED DOMESTI C GARAGE/ O 
           51. 00    HOUSEBREAKI NG I N A DWELLI NG ( NOTHI NG TAKEN)  
           52. 00    HOUSEBREAKI NG I N DWELLI NG ( SOMETHI NG TAKEN)  
           53. 00    ATTEMPTED HOUSEBREAKI NG I N A DWELLI NG 
           54. 00    POSSI BLE ATTEMPTED HOUSEBREAKI NG 
           55. 00    THEFT I N A DWELLI NG 
           56. 00    THEFT FROM A METER 
           57. 00    HOUSEBREAKI NG FROM A NON- CONNECTED DOMESTI C GARAGE/ OUTHOUSE 
           58. 00    HOUSEBREAKI NG FROM NON- CONNECTED DOMESTI C OUTHOUSE ( SOMETHI N 
           59. 00    OTHER HOUSEBREAKI NG,  ATTEMPTED HOUSEBREAKI NG,  THEFT I N A DWE 
           60. 00    THEFT OF CAR/ VAN 
           61. 00    THEFT FROM CAR/ VAN 
           62. 00    THEFT OF MOTORBI KE,  MOTORSCOOTER OR MOPED 
           63. 00    THEFT FROM MOTORBI KE/  MOTORSCOOTER OR MOPED 
           64. 00    THEFT OF PEDAL CYCLE 
           65. 00    THEFT FROM OUTSI DE DWELLI NG ( EXCLUDI NG THEFT OF MI LK BOTTLES 
           66. 00    THEFT OF MI LK BOTTLES FROM OUTSI DE DWELLI NG 
           67. 00    OTHER THEFT 
           68. 00    POSSI BLE THEFT.  POSSI BLE LOST PROPERTY 
           69. 00    OTHER THEFT/ ATTEMPTED THEFT FALLI NG OUTSI DE SURVEY' S COVERAG 
           71. 00    ATTEMPTED THEFT OF/ FROM CAR/ VAN 
           72. 00    ATTEMPTED THEFT OF/ FROM MOTORBI KE,  MOTORSCOOTER OR MOPED 
           73. 00    OTHER ATTEMPTED THEFT 
           79. 00    ATTEMPTED THEFT FALLI NG OUTSI DE THE SURVEY' S COVERAGE 
           80. 00    FI RE RAI SI NG 
           82. 00    VANDALI SM TO A MOTOR VEHI CLE 
           83. 00    VANDALI SM TO THE HOME ( 20 POUNDS OR UNDER)  
           84. 00    VANDALI SM TO THE HOME 
           86. 00    OTHER VANDALI SM 
           87. 00    POSSI BLY CRI MI NAL/ POSSI BLY ACCI DENTAL DAMAGE/ NUI SANCE WI TH N 
           88. 00    ATTEMPTED VANDALI SM ( NO DAMAGE ACTUALLY RECEI VED)  
           89. 00    OTHER VANDALI SM FALLI NG OUTSI DE THE SURVEY' S SCOPE 
           91. 00    THREAT TO KI LL/ ASSAULT MADE AGAI NST BUT NOT NECESSARI LY TO T 
           92. 00    SEXUAL THREAT MADE AGI NST BUT NOT NECESSARI LY TO THE RESPOND 
           93. 00    OTHER THREAT OR I NTI MI DATI ON MADE AGAI NST BUT NOT NECESSARI L 
           94. 00    THREATS AGAI NST OTHERS,  MADE TO THE RESPONDENT 
           96. 00    NO CRI ME 
           97. 00    I NSUFFI CI ENT I NFORMATI ON 
           98. 00    CRI ME OUTSI DE SCOTLAND 
           99. 00    THREATS/ I NTI MI DATI ON FALLI NG OUTSI DE THE SURVEY' S COVERAGE 
 
of f ence  Fi nal  of f ence code ( Af t er  Scot t i sh Exec checki ng)  



   
 

     
            1. 00    REFER TO SCOTTI SH EXECUTI VE 
            2. 00    DUPLI CATE VI CTI M FORM 
            3. 00    REFER TO SUPERVI SOR 
           11. 00    SERI OUS ASSAULT 
           12. 00    MI NOR ASSAULT 
           14. 00    SERI OUS ASSAULT AND FI RE RAI SI NG 
           15. 00    SERI OUS ASSAULT AND HOUSEBREAKI NG 
           19. 00    ASSAULT FALLI NG OUTSI DE SURVEY' S COVERAGE 
           21. 00    ATTEMPTED ASSAULT 
           31. 00    RAPE 
           32. 00    SERI OUS ASSAULT WI TH SEXUAL MOTI VE 
           33. 00    ASSAULT WI TH SEXUAL MOTI VE 
           34. 00    ATTEMPTED RAPE 
           35. 00    I NDECENT ASSAULT 
           36. 00    I NDECENT EXPOSURE 
           37. 00    RAPE AND HOUSEBREAKI NG 
           38. 00    SERI OUS ASSAULT WI TH SEXUAL MOTI VE AND HOUSEBREAKI NG 
           39. 00    SEXUAL OFFENCE OUTSI DE THE SURVEY' S COVERAGE 
           41. 00    ROBBERY 
           42. 00    ATTEMPTED ROBBERY 
           43. 00    SNATCH THEFT FROM PERSON 
           44. 00    OTHER THEFT FROM PERSON 
           45. 00    ATTEMPTED THEFT FROM PERSON 
           48. 00    POSSI BLY THEFT BUT COULD HAVE BEEN A LOSS/ POSSI BLY ATTEMPTED 
           49. 00    OTHER ROBBERY OR THEFT FROM THE PERSON OUTSI DE THE SURVEY' S 
           50. 00    ATTEMPTED HOUSEBREAKI NG TO A NON- CONNECTED DOMESTI C GARAGE/ O 
           51. 00    HOUSEBREAKI NG I N A DWELLI NG ( NOTHI NG TAKEN)  
           52. 00    HOUSEBREAKI NG I N DWELLI NG ( SOMETHI NG TAKEN)  
           53. 00    ATTEMPTED HOUSEBREAKI NG I N A DWELLI NG 
           54. 00    POSSI BLE ATTEMPTED HOUSEBREAKI NG 
           55. 00    THEFT I N A DWELLI NG 
           56. 00    THEFT FROM A METER 
           57. 00    HOUSEBREAKI NG FROM A NON- CONNECTED DOMESTI C GARAGE/ OUTHOUSE 
           58. 00    HOUSEBREAKI NG FROM NON- CONNECTED DOMESTI C OUTHOUSE ( SOMETHI N 
           59. 00    OTHER HOUSEBREAKI NG,  ATTEMPTED HOUSEBREAKI NG,  THEFT I N A DWE 
           60. 00    THEFT OF CAR/ VAN 
           61. 00    THEFT FROM CAR/ VAN 
           62. 00    THEFT OF MOTORBI KE,  MOTORSCOOTER OR MOPED 
           63. 00    THEFT FROM MOTORBI KE/  MOTORSCOOTER OR MOPED 
           64. 00    THEFT OF PEDAL CYCLE 
           65. 00    THEFT FROM OUTSI DE DWELLI NG ( EXCLUDI NG THEFT OF MI LK BOTTLES 
           66. 00    THEFT OF MI LK BOTTLES FROM OUTSI DE DWELLI NG 
           67. 00    OTHER THEFT 
           68. 00    POSSI BLE THEFT.  POSSI BLE LOST PROPERTY 
           69. 00    OTHER THEFT/ ATTEMPTED THEFT FALLI NG OUTSI DE SURVEY' S COVERAG 
           71. 00    ATTEMPTED THEFT OF/ FROM CAR/ VAN 
           72. 00    ATTEMPTED THEFT OF/ FROM MOTORBI KE,  MOTORSCOOTER OR MOPED 
           73. 00    OTHER ATTEMPTED THEFT 
           79. 00    ATTEMPTED THEFT FALLI NG OUTSI DE THE SURVEY' S COVERAGE 
           80. 00    FI RE RAI SI NG 
           82. 00    VANDALI SM TO A MOTOR VEHI CLE 
           83. 00    VANDALI SM TO THE HOME ( 20 POUNDS OR UNDER)  
           84. 00    VANDALI SM TO THE HOME 
           86. 00    OTHER VANDALI SM 
           87. 00    POSSI BLY CRI MI NAL/ POSSI BLY ACCI DENTAL DAMAGE/ NUI SANCE WI TH N 
           88. 00    ATTEMPTED VANDALI SM ( NO DAMAGE ACTUALLY RECEI VED)  
           89. 00    OTHER VANDALI SM FALLI NG OUTSI DE THE SURVEY' S SCOPE 
           91. 00    THREAT TO KI LL/ ASSAULT MADE AGAI NST BUT NOT NECESSARI LY TO T 
           92. 00    SEXUAL THREAT MADE AGI NST BUT NOT NECESSARI LY TO THE RESPOND 
           93. 00    OTHER THREAT OR I NTI MI DATI ON MADE AGAI NST BUT NOT NECESSARI L 
           94. 00    THREATS AGAI NST OTHERS,  MADE TO THE RESPONDENT 
           96. 00    NO CRI ME 
           97. 00    I NSUFFI CI ENT I NFORMATI ON 
           98. 00    CRI ME OUTSI DE SCOTLAND 



   
 

           99. 00    THREATS/ I NTI MI DATI ON FALLI NG OUTSI DE THE SURVEY' S COVERAGE 
 
codcer t   Cer t ai nt y of  coder  
 
            1. 00    Cer t ai n 
            2. 00    Not  cer t ai n 
 
supcer t   Cer t ai nt y of  super vi sor  
 
            1. 00    Cer t ai n 
            2. 00    Not  cer t ai n 
 
pi nci   I nci dent  t ype ( si ngl e or  ser i es)  
 
            1. 00    Ser i es 
            2. 00    Si ngl e 
 
nser i es Number  of  i nci dent s i n ser i es 
 
numi nc Number  of  i nci dent s i n ser i es ( capped at  5)  

 
 




