
Today ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀ Ǉƛƭƻǘ 9tǊƛƴǘǎ Řŀǘŀ 
repository at the University of Essex 
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Research Data @Essex is a JISC-funded project aiming to develop a sustainable 
research data management and sharing infrastructure, built on best practise 
guidance from the research data management community and UK Data Archive 
expertise.  
 
The University has an EPrints institutional repository, and an important part of the 
project is setting up a data instance building on the same implementation. Today we 
will be talking about our approach to adapting it to better suit collections of data. 
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We have been working with four pilot departments, covering a broad range of 
disciplines  Essex.  
 
This has involved interviewing researchers and asking for sample data collections to 
trial ingest into the test-bed repository. We have continued to work with these 
researchers as the project has continued.  
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Our design maxim has been to minimise barriers while enabling re-use.  
 
Yes, we do want the deposit process to be as straightforward as possible for the user, 
but we also want publishing data to be more than just a tick in a box ς we need rich 
metadata and as much documentation as possible.  
 
We realise though, that asking for too much you might end up with a load of junk. 
Can we find a compromise? 
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Research data differs greatly from research publications, in level of complexity. An 
article is typically a single file, while a dataset or data collection could (conceivably) 
be hundreds of files with multiple relationships between them. So lets define our 
terms in an the EPrints context. 
 
! Řŀǘŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ΨeprintΩΣ ǘƘŜ ƪŜȅ ǳƴƛǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ be a anything from a set of 
audio interviews with transcripts, to a single spreadsheet. Within each collection 
there is a set of descriptive metadata, and a series of files. These files can be of the 
types: data, documentation and metadata. Data collections can be grouped inside 
larger containers. For example, a series of datasets produced as part of an umbrella 
project. We are trying to decide whether these higher level groupings should be 
formal or user instigated.  
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We have developed a metadata profile built on the DataCite schema - we intend to 
mint DataCite DOIs further down the road). To improve descriptive richness, we also 
examined several other schema including: 
DataShare ς work done at Edinburgh University for sharing research datasets 
INSPIRE ς for geospatial data, but also providing a neat generic description of 
research data 
DDI - a metadata schema originally from the social science community, but now 
ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ōƛƻƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƛǘΩǎ ŘŜǇǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊ 
 
This will be published within the next few months 

6 



²ŜΩǾŜ ǘŀƭƪŜŘ about the requirements gathering exercise and the metadata profiles 
that were been generated as a consequence. 
 
The next phase was to render a Data Collection in Eprints 
 
We were faced with a number of challenges 
 
We knew how we wanted to describe our data, but we faced a number of challenges 
turning our metadata into a useable Eprints screen 

Å how to display a metadata schema that had been extended by nearly 
50% 

Å How to clearly present the 3 tiers of our data collection  
Å how could we group together and display the different files that make up 

the collection.  
 
We looked around at what others were doing / had done in the past. 
 
We were particularly impressed by the way Ecrystals  ordered files according to file 
type, 
And were  interested in the way Kulture ǿŀǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ Ψ/ƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊǎΩ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴƘŜǊƛǘŜŘ 
metadata 
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This is the current RD@Essex  citation screen on our test server ς ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ 
progress. 
 
Looks a lot like base Eprints, but has key differences 
 
We wanted an organised, tidy screen, but without sacrificing any detail. 
 
²ŜΩǾŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘǿƻ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪΣ ƘƻƻƪƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ŘŜŦŀǳƭǘ Eprints 
javascript to control the amount of metadata onscreen at any one time 
 
We wanted to work with, building on top of the solid base that already exists, but 
adding Research Data specific elementsto it. 
 
The different elements of the screen: 
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2. Core metadata 
 
Remains  mostly the same as with a base EPrints install 
±ƛǎƛōƭŜ ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 5ŀǘŀ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǘŜƳ ǘȅǇŜ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǳǎƛƴƎΥ  
 
Data Collection 
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3. Metadata detail 
 
Rendered as a collapsed box by default 
 
Unrolled forms the complete metadata record 
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