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Data Exchange Tools (DExT) was funded under the JISC Capital Programme: Repositories and
Preservation. The UK Data Archive (UKDA) based at the University of Essex led the project with
major input from the Open Data Foundation (ODaF).

Data conversion and proprietary data entry and analysis are particularly important and
problematic aspects of data management and curation. The DEXT project provides support staff
and researchers working with primary research data with a suite of tools that will improve data
curation and preservation and increase data exchangeability.
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WHICH XML SCHEMA?

For qualitative data (raw and coded) there is currently
no one metadata schema in use that suits the needs of
an archive. The DEXT project built on existing standards
and constructed a new dedicated schema called
QuDEXx. This enables transformation from CAQDAS
packages to an open format and can represent
annotated textual and multimedia data.

QuDEx Version 3 is available for testing at: www.data-archive.ac.uk/dext/schema
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This element of the project created a data L. . | ST

conversion tool which allows users to ‘import’ data
files created in any version of SPSS to a number of
formats, including DDI 2.0 and
DDI 3.0 and then to ‘export’
these files to other formats
which can be read by other
major data analysis formats —
Stata, SAS. These tools have
been tested thoroughly to
ensure that no data or metadata
loss occurs during these
transformations thus making
them suitable for preservation
purposes.
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The Open Source DEXT tool is
designed so that it can be
extended to allow conversion
from other data formats.
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DEXT tools and other useful tools are freely downloadable from the Open Data Foundation web
site: forge.opendatafoundation.org/gf/project/ukda_dext/frs/
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